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THE THIRD EDITtON. 
To which is now added the OriGinat CHARTER 
granted to that Province in the 4th of Charles 1. 
and never before printed in England. 


—_— 7 2 
=; 22 l 2 % # - * 4 WO 5 gp % t 
* - 4 , ts” - 2 a *** 
— 2 * 8 1 a. 
— — — 2 ——— _ 
7 


I. O N DO 
Printed for J. WIILE IE, at Number 71, in 
St. Paul's Church-yard, MDCCLXXIY. 
14 — „ 


3 * 
SEES "I 4-4 ; a, »* 18 K * : Ft 0 
£4 . 1 a * "+ N g * ö „ . 
73 ©. "3 * 9 45 W 88 \ OO * 8 2 a i 2 ” 1 
* 2. b. * os 4 . POL 5 ">; We E 8 43 '# 2 at IG 4 1 * 
5 g 0 * DY 
4 * 


* 


3 


E 


—— — 


3 


— — — 


* 


. 
. 


tA: Hon OY VV 


- 1 E WZ 


een EE 
2102174 197 Bil 
HIST. 0 | 
OF THE. * 1% wa 


Eolony of Maſſachuſetts A 


31 . 


Wit nee 0 ner 2 20 8 : 
CHARTERS wid CONSTITY TION. 


5 —. 2 2 — * 


1 N all the late apron Diſturbances, and in 
every Attempt againſt the Authority of the 
© Britiſh Government, the People of Maſſachu-. 
ſetts Bay have taken the Lead. Every new Move. 
towards Independence has been theirs : And i in 
eyery freſh Mode of Reſiſtance againſt the Laws, 
they have firſt ſet the Example, and then iſſued 


their admonitory ae to the other Colonies to 
follow i it. 
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'The Province of Maſſachuſetts Bay being one of 
the gelt Charter Governments, they have greatly» | 
yalued themſelves upon that Account. And in © 
their public Proceedings, as well as in their pri- 
yate Writings, haye been conſtantly holding out | 
to us their firſt Charter Rights, and the original 
Terms their Colonization, [1 # V 


This makes it neceſſary to enamine what thoſe 
Charter Rights are, and what is that Degree of 
Authagity which belöngs > then, And herbe 

| firſt Conſideration, which obviouſly preſents itſelf, 
is this, that theſe Charters are Grants only from 
the Crown: And that no Grant of the Crown can 
ſyperfice chr Aulholity oft an Abr of Partial 
& no Period of our Hiſtory therefore could it 
have been poſſihle, that the ſingle Power of one 
Part of the Legiſlature ſhould be . 570 to the 
Joint Aochorfty r the Whales 2 ĩð D 


But whatever may. have been the Principles of 
the Edhtituttoh, it mitt be confeſled, that 't 
Powet of the ov Abrins the arbitrary Reig 
of the Selur H, f. was ext xte mely undefined and but 
little unde rſtood. And, o* checked by the Civil 
Wars, was ever dexhy fixed Kitt the Reyolution. 

In the two fi 1 of theſe Reigns 1 Men were much 
more intent e bo getting 8 g Grants f from the Crown, 
than on diſpüting the Validity of” them. In th 
Age therefore while the Suge was in the dark 
„„ CH and 


_ „ 
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aid the _ juſt Allowance 


.- eught to be made tathe. Ignorance and Prejudices 
of the Times n And ſome Indulegnce:would cer- 
tainly be due to any of the Subjects, wha were 
miſled by them, and had placed a greater Degree 

of Dependence on them than they deſetved. 
Should it therefore appear, that the Charters of 
King James and Charles the Firſt did really contain 


a Grant of all thoſe extenſive Rights, which are 


now aſſumed; and that the Royal Aſſurance of 
the full Enjoyment of theſe Privileges was the 
try was firſt peopled, this Conſideration ought 
| 22 to have its Weight. Although the 

Crown might not have a Right to grant ſuch 
excluſive Privileges, yet the Grants having once 
been made, and the Coloniſts having ſettled vpon 
the Faith of them, they doubtleſs thereby acquire 
a Sanction and an Authority, which nothing but 


the moſt urgent Neceſſity can juſtly alter. Though 


wrongly given, they are rightly eſtabliſhed, and 
it would be much more wrong to take them 
away. | | 


What thok Rights are, which are really con- 


tained in them, will appear from the following 


ſhort Account of their firſt Settlement and Char- 
ter, with their Opinions and Practice upon it. 
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The Reader will find the ſame Account in NeaPg 


and Douglaſs's, and Hutchinſon's Hiſtories. I have 


other Matter, in which the preſent Queſtion is not 
concerned. This laſt Hiſtory is by much the beſt; 


and Mr. Hutchinſon, being himſelf Lieutenant Go- 


vernor and Chief Juſtice of that Province, and of 
a Family that was among the firſt Settlers, is 


| doubtleſs the malt; aa e, | 


The 8 yy more 2 Diſcoveries of 
the Coaſt of North America, and ſome ſucceſsful 
Voyages which had been, made thither, in the 


Beginning of the laſt Century, led a Number of 


Gentlemen and Merchants into an Opinion, that 
they might raiſe to themſelves great Eſtates by 


ſending People from England to ſettle in that 
Country, and trade with the Natives of i it. They 


applied to the Crown, and King James in one Pa- 
tent granted the whole North American Continent. 
from the Latitudes 34 to 457 to two Companies 
The Southern 


184 


Part to a Sett of Londoners, pe the Northern tq 


a Sett of Merchants living in the Weſt of Eng- 


land, chiefly at Te and therefore FAIR the 
en Cm 
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we 


This Charter, and a | ſecond Charter of James I. a 
printed at the End of Ssith's Hiſtory of Virginia; and in a : 
Collection ef Charters lately publiſhed, 


2 The 
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The two Companies, in order to make the pro- 
pes Advantage of theit Grants, engaged a Variety 
of People to go over. The firſt Attempts, eſpe- 
cially thoſe to the Northward, were unſucceſsful; 
and the Adventurers ſpent large Sums of Money 
in ſending out Settlers, who were ſoon SEL 

n 18 1 10 als ing 


SETS p - 7 
LY _— 


42. 12 Year 1608 a Set of bier Podple; 
who called themſelves Browni/ts, and who held it 
unlawful for them to join inCommunion with any: 
other Church, having been perſecuted in England, 
removed themfelves to Holland, for the peaceable 
Enjoyment of their own Mode of Church Wor- 
ſhip and Government. In a very few Years they 
found that their Children, by entering into the 
Dutch Sea and Land Service, degenerated. into 
the Manners of the Country, and would become 
Dutchmen, and that their Church n tberen 
ſoon vor "EM to an End. 


To 3 this; which: 125 3 a Nike | 
of infinite Importance, they formed a Deſi ign of 
going to live by themſelves in America, For this 
Purpoſe in the Year 1617 they ſent over two 

Agents to treat with the London Patentees; offer- 
ing to tranſport themſelves into their Part of that 
Country, and deſiring only, that the Company 
would petition the King to grant them Liberty in 
their Religion under the great Seal. The King's 
Anſwer 
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20 J 
e was, that he would not diſtucb them as 
long as they lived peaceably; but that he would 
not tolerate them by his public Authority under 
kis Seal. This diſcouraged them: The Agents 
returned to Leden, and they laid aſide the Deſign 
for that Year. But being more and more alarmed 


with the Danger of remaining in Holland, they at 


length reſolved to adventure upon this verbal 
Declaration; and having ſent over their Agents a 


| ſecond Time, after long Attendance they obtained 


a Grant. of Land under the Seal af the London 
Company, made out to Mr. John Wincoh, a Gen- 


tleman living _ the Earl of wood 7 


pon tho Grant of this Patent the came over 
to England; and ſailed from Southampton in Augnft 
1620 ; leaving the Patent in the Poſſeſſion of 
Mr. Vincob, who remained in England. : - 


In their Voyage to. America they were driven to 


the Northward, and landed near Cape Cod; where, 


finding that they were got into the Limits of the 
Plymouth Company, they called the Place they 
ſettled in New Wt in New England, | 


* 
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Some Nute which had been heard among 
thoſe of an inferior Claſs, that When they ſhould 
get aſhore, one Man would be as good as ano- 
ther, convinced them during their Paſſage, that 
Religion alone would not keep the Peace, without 

| the 


| 4. oo WF 
| the Authority-of Government: This led them to 
draw up the following Inſtrument, which _ 
Man ſigned before he landed. 
EAN ARR un 1. Dongid p 
In the Name of Gop, Amen.—We whoſe 
* Names BY e underwritten, the loyal Subjects of 
A 


e our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the 
« Grace of God of Great-Britain, France, and 
« Treland; King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
« Having undertaken for the Glory of God 
« and Advancement of the Chriſtian F aith, and 
« Honour of gur King and Country, a Voyage 
« to, plant the firſt Colony in the northern Parts 
« of Virginia, do by theſe Preſents, ſolemnly 
& b Spy in the Preſence of God and. of 


53 


« tue Re to enge conſtitare, and. frame 
e ſuch juſt and equal Laws and Ordinances, 
„ Acts, Conſtitutions, and Offices, from Time 
64 to Time, as ſhall be thought moſt meet 
ce and conyenient for the general. Good of the 
« Colonies, unto which we promiſe all due 
« Subjection and Obedience. In Witneſs 
e whereof we have hereunto ſubſcribed our 
« Names at Cape Cod the 11th of November, 1n 


ee the Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord 
King 


rw? 


cc King James of England, France, and * 
"Gy rods 18th, and of Vana the 54th, ae Dan. . 
1620. * 
Signed Mats "ny. id 

312 and wack others. 5 


Sock Was YG Pry ER the New 2 Tint Set. - 
elements; and ſuch. the F oundation upon n 


was built the Colony of New Phmouth.. . 


No one I ſuppoſe will here find a Plea of Inde- 
Fong or imagine that Sir Edwin Saniys: and a 
Company of London Merchants could ſell to theſe 
poor People a Diſmiſſion from the Engli „Sovern- 
ment: Or that a Grant of their Land, which they 
afterwards purchaſed from the Plymouth Council, 
could render them leſs ſubject to the Authority of 
England, than they would have been without i it, 
They themſelves moſt certainly did not think it 
did, elſe they needed not to have 1 to the 
Kg: for Liberty of Conſcience. ly 

This Colony of New Phmouth remained a IRE 
rate Government till the Revolution. After which, 
by King William's Charter, it was annexed to the 
Province of Maſſachuſetts 5 whoſe Origin 1 
now relate. 


Many of the firſt Weſt Country Patentees, after 
having ſpent large Sums of Money in ſending over 
Settlers 


13 1 

Settlers to no uipete were diſcouraged by their 
Loſſes, and inclined to quit the Adventure. 
But there were other Noblemen and Gentlemen, 
who were ready to take it up, and upon their Ap- 
plication to the King, they obtained a new Grant 
of all the Country between the Latitudes 40 and 
48, by a Patent bearing Date the 3d of November 
1620; and made out to them under the Title of 
6 The Council eſtabliſhed at Plymouth in the 
«. County of Devon, for the planting, ruling, or- 

< dering, and governing of New England in Ame- 
e rica, their Succeſſors and Aﬀigns.” This was 
ee called the Grand ney: To 2 


| With theſe obs Mr. White, a 'Cler: 
gyman of Dorcheſter, having projected a new Set- 
tlement as an Aſylum for ejected Miniſters, entered 
into Treaty. In conſequence of which this PH. 
mouth Council, by their Deed indented under their 
common Seal, gave, granted, bargained, and ſold 
to Sir Henry Roſcwell, and five other Dorſetſhire 
Gentlemen, their Heirs and Aſſigns, and their 
Aſſociates for ever, all that Part of New England 
therein deſcribed, at the Bottom of a certain Bay, 
there commonly called Maſſachuſetts Bay. 


This Grant from the Plymouth Council to Sir 
Henry Rofevell, Sc. is manifeſtly copied from their 
own Patent which had been granted from the 
Crown, The Plymouth Company grant, bargain, 

ſell, 


= 
ſell, infeoff, * and * to Sir. Henry 1 
well and his five Aſſociates the Tract of Country 
there deſcribed, and all Juriſdictions, Rights; 
Royalties, Liberties, Freedoms, Immunities, Pri- 
vileges, Franchiſes, Pre-eminences; and Commo- 
dities whatſoever; which they themſelves, the ſaid 
Council eſtabliſned at Plymouth, had or might 
| 1 or enjoy vichia: the ſaid e | 


"Dees the Reader FP That an Exe 
tum the Juriſdiction of Parliament was among 
the Privileges and Immunities thus ſold? or that 
a Company of Merchants living at Plymouth, 
granting a Tract of Land to another Sett of 
Merchants reſiding in Dorſetfoire, could convey 
to them a Power of alienating their Allegiance ; 
or of enabling any other Subjects to withdraw 
their Obedience from the Authority of the King, 
e and Commons of the Realm? 00 


| Theſe Dorſeoßire Patentees, aden chat the 
Charge of ſending out and maintaining ſuch a 
Number of Settlers would be too great for them, 
applied to ſeveral Gentlemen of London to take a 
Part in the Adventure. Sir Richard Sultonſtull and 
ſeveral others agreed to enter into the Company: 
and engage with them. But upon Condition, that 
their Names alſo ſhould be inſerted in the Patent 
as original Proprietors, and that the King ſhould 
be petitioned to confirm the Agreement, This 
_ Was 


C WI 


was accordingly done; and u new Draught of the 


former Patent, with the Names of theſe new Ad- 
venturers inferted in it, having been drawn out, 
was confirmed by the King, and Pe the Fs 
on the G Mareb 262. AEB 3 


The patent a the — — — to' 
the Patentees a Right to the Soil; but conveyed 
none of the Powers of Government requiſite 0 
the mann of a uw SP” 1 


The Royal Patent or Charter, after cons 
ing this Sale to the ſix Dorſeihire Men, and to 
twenty others their Aſſociates, created them a 
Corporation, appointed for them their firſt Go- 
vernors and Aſſiſtants, and impowered them an- 


nually to chooſe their Succeſſors upon the firſt 


Wedneſday in uw Te rm. 


oF 


The Cola met n on the x3th a 


May 1628, and choſe a Governor, Deputy Go. 


vernor, and eighteen Aſſiſtants. And ar the ſame 
Court agreed, "that every one of the Company, 
who ſhould ſubſcribe 50 1. ſhould have 200 Acres 
for their-firſt Dividend, and proportionably for 
any greater Sum. A Liſt of the Names of "the 
Subſcribers, and the Sums ſubſcribed, was tranſs 
mitted to Mr. Endicott, - whom they had Joſt 


before ſent. over as their Governor i in the 1 
tation. | b3 


8 | | Such 
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Such was the firſt Royal Charter, and ſuch the- 
original Company for the ſettling of the Maſſachus 
ſetts Bay. A Company formed upon à Plan ex 
actly ſimilar to our preſent Eaſt- India Company; 
conſiſting of a Number of Gentlemen reſident here 
in England, who choſe their own Governor, De- 

1 puty Governor, and Aſſiſtants, out of their own 
; | Body reſident in England; and then ſent out a. 

| Perſon under their Authority as. Governour for 
| them, to order and diſpoſe of the new Settlement, 
| The firſt of theſe was Mr. Endicott, whom they 
JM diſpatched away as ſoon as the Charter was exe- 
cuted, to take care of the Colony, and prevent 
= the People who had been ſent before from re- 
turning home again, which they had be that 
wy were intending. 


|. The Wilen in the Papers, who ants ſo 
many Things without Foundation, and the fac- 
tious Leaders who, to deceive the People in the 
Colonies, talk ſo arrogantly about the original 
Terms of Colonization, would do well to aſk 
themſelves, whether they really think, that Mr. 
Matthew Cradock and Mr. Thomas Goff, and 18 
other Gentlemen living in London, could ſend 
over by Mr. Jobn Endicott to the Rev. Mr. Co- 
nant, and a Number of poor Creatures in America, 
1 who were ſtarving, and wanting to come home 
. again, a Right of Independence on the . 
| ment of England, 


Such 


tn! 


Such was the Conſtitution of the Company 
during the firſt Period of their Charter. For 
three ſucceſſive Elections was the Company formed 


entirely of Perſons reſident here. Soon after this 
the Severity of the Laudean Perſecution increaſing, 
a Number of Gentlemen of Figure and Eſtate, 
made a Propoſal to the Company to go them- 


ſelves over, and ſettle in the Country. But as 
they were not inferior in Rank and Fortune to the 


| Governors and Aſſiſtants themſelves, they thought 
that they had as good a Right to have the Go- 


vernment of the Company in their own Hands, 
as to leave it in thoſe of the Gentlemen in 


Eng land, 


They propoſed therefore to the 88 at 
London to go over with their Families to America; 


but upon Condition that the Patent and Chartef 


ſhould remove with them. The Company ap- 
pointed a Committee to conſider of this Propoſal; 
and ts take the Opinion of Council, whether ſuch 
a transfer of the Patent and Charter would be 


legal. The Couticil's Opinion and the Report 


of the Committee, are not recorded. No one, 
Tuppoſe, now can doubt but that it was againſt 


it, but the Intereſt of the Com WAS greatly 
for it. 


F rom the whole Tenor of their Proceedings, it 
s apparent, that the View of the Company was 
Profit; the View of the Settlers was Religion. 

B E he 


L 'Þ 
The one wanted to make a good Return for the 
Money they had advanced ; the other wanted Li- 
betty of Conſcience, and the quiet Enjoyment of 
their own Mode of Worſhip. The Company had 
been at great Expence, and found that they had 
little Proſpect of making any Advantage of the 
Plantation in the Way they were in. Whatever 
Doubts might ariſe about the Legality, there 
could be none about the Expediency of engaging 


ſuch a Number of Gentlemen of Intereſt and For- 
tune in the Deſign, After ſettling with them 


therefore the Share of the Stock and Profits, 
which the Members of the Corporation, who re- 
mained in England, were to be intitled to for the 
next ſeven Years, they became leſs ſcrupulous 
about the Point of Law, and relying upon the 
Authority of Mr. White, a Lawyer, who was one 
of the Company, they agreed to the . 


+ 2 order to carry this Agreement into Execu- 
tion, a general Court was called the 20th of Oc- 
tober 162 9, conſiſting of the Governors, the Aſ- 
ſiſtants, and the Generality : At which for the 


more eaſy transferring of the C harter, they choſe a 


new Governor, Deputy Governor, and Court of 


IVEY THER 


Aſſiſtants, conſiſting of ſuch Members as offered | 
themſelves to go over with it. Theſe new elected 


Governors and Aſſiſtants accordingly ſailed from 
Southampton the end of March 1670, and carried 


the Charter with them to America,  _ _ 
1 | | Such 


[9 J 

Such is the Hiſtory of the firſt Charter, which 
ever arrived in New England; and the only one 
under which the Colony of Maſſacbuſetts acted, 
till King William granted them another after the 
Revolution. A Charter, which, far from intend - 
ing to eſtabliſh: any new State independent of this, 
originally meant nothing more than the forming 
a Number of Perſons here in London into a Cor- 
poration, for the carrying on of a particular Trade 
or Adventure under a joint Stock. A Charter, 
in the granting of which the Crown ſo little meant 
to authorize the Company to form a Body of Re- 
preſentatives, who ſhould diſpute the Authority 
of Parliament, that it had not the leaſt Thought 
of giving them any Right. of Repreſentation what- 
ſoever. A Charter which they themſelves ſo little 
conceived to contain any ſuch Power, that for 
ſome Vears after their firſt Settlement 1 in America, 
they never did chooſe any thing more than a Go- 
vernor, Deputy Governor, and Courtof Aſſiſtants. 
Upon the laſt V edneſday 1 in May. the whole Com- 
monalty annually met together, and all of them 
formed the general Court for the Election. But 
the Government was intirely in the Governors 
and the Aſſiſtants, when once they were choſen. 


In proceſs of Time the Body of the Commo- 
nalty grew jealous of this Oligarchy, and with 
the Increaſe of their Numbers became unwilling 
to leave the whole Power of the Government in 

#3 the 
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the Hands of theſe few. They reſolved therefore 


to add ſome of their own Body to fic with them. 
And as they had now ſpread themſelves over the 
Country, they naturally fell into Cuſtoms, which 

they had been uſed to, and choſe Deputies to re- 

preſent them. Accordingly at the general Court 
held in May 1634, inſtead of the whole Commo- 
nalty or Freemen coming in a Body, to the great 
Surprize of the Governor and Aſſiſtants, there 
appeared twenty-four Deputies ſent by the ſe- 
veral Towns which were then ſettled. 81 


| 


The Reaſonableneſs of this Proceeding no one 
need diſpute. It may doubtleſs be juſtified upon 
many Accounts; almoſt indeed upon any Grounds, 
Except only thoſe, on which their Deſcendents now 
chuſe to reſt it. The Remoteneſs and increaſing 
Number of the Inhabitants rendered it at firſt dan- 
gerous, and afterwards impoſſible for them all to 
meet together at Boſton. The Commonalty or Free- 
men therefore very naturally aſſumed to them 
felves this Power of electing Deputies to repreſent 
them at the general Court, and to take care of 
their Intereſts. 'But they muſt not ſurely plead 
their original Charter Rights as a Foundation 
for thoſe Privileges they now claim to their Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, when that Charter, having | 
been calculated for a trading Company here in 
London, had not the moſt diſtant View to any 
ſuch Purpoſe. With a very ill Grace muſt theſe 

2 | "FM N 
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Men now upbraid us with their original Terms 
of Colonization; or ſet up what they call their 
conſtitutional Rights againſt the Authority of 
Parliament, when their firſt Charter and their 
original Conſtitution in New England knew no- 
thing of any Houſe of Repreſentatives at all. 
Not i to add, that though a Company of Subjects, 
formed under a Charter in a diſtant Country may 
innocently enough diſtribute among themſelves: 
the Powers given them by that Charter, i in what 
Proportions they find moſt convenient for their 
own internal Government; yet that new Diſtri- 
bution cannot add one Grain of Power againſt 
the Parent State more than they had before. Be- 
cauſe no Agreement between any two Parties, 
can prejudice the Rights of a third. And admit- 
ting that their chooſing of Repreſentatives might 
at firſt be innocent, yet if they made that Choice 
a Ground of any new Claims, it then became 
criminal: and might be a juſt Forfeiture of the 


Charter ſo abuſed. 


But failing the Charter Right, we are next re- 
ferred to the Right of Birth, and are told that it 
is the original, inherent, unalienable Right of 
Engl. Y Wie to chooſe their own Repreſentatives, 
and to be bound by no Laws, but ſuch as are made 

by themſelves or their Repreſentatives, elected 
by their own free Choice: And that the free 
Exyoyment of this Right belongs to an Eng iſhman 
B 3 ag 
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as ſuch, and was the Motive and Encouragement, 
upon which their Forefathers originally engaged 
in all the n of their ele nana 


Such 5 are the Doctrines which theſe deluded 
People are now taught, to ſerve the preſent Oc- 
caſion. But it happens very unfortunately for 
the Broachers of theſe new Pretenſions, that their 
Hiſtory affords us the moſt poſitive Proof, that 
this was not the Motive or Condition of their 
firſt Settlement: And the Conduct of their Fore- 
fathers contains the cleareſt Demonſtration that 
their Opinion was, that this Right of Choice was 
not the unalienable Right of any Man, either as 
a Man, or an Engliſhman : for one of the firſt 
Determinations of their general Court after their 
Settlement in America was this, That none ſhould 
be admitted to the Freedom of the Company, or 
have a Vote at their Elections, but only ſuch 
as were Church Members. 


They who know the rig Terms, which 3 in 
thoſe Days were required as Qualifications for 
Church Memberſhip, will eafily ſee the Force and 
Extent of this Reſtriction, Theſe their pious An- 
ceſtors, whom their factious Deſcendents now 
boaſt of, moſt aſſuredly were not of Opinion 
that all Men were poſſeſſed of this Freedom in 
Right of their Birth, who reſolved that the 
3 Part of the Settlers had it not; and con- 
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fined it chiefly, if not ſolely to the Regenerate. 
Nor could theſe good Men have had the leaſt 
Suſpicion, that they deprived one half of their 
Settlers of any natural and - unalienable Right, 
when they determined that thoſe of them only, 
who had given Proof to their Miniſters and rul- 
ing Elders of their being qualified for Church 
Memberſhip, ſhould be admitted to their Free- 
dom, and allowed to vote at their Elections, 


A Tranſaction in the Year 1646, ſhews how 
ſtrongly they were attached to this Principle, 


A Scheme was then laid by a Number of Inha- 


bitants, Epiſcopalians and others, Who were ex- 


cluded from their Freedom and Share in the Go- 
vernment, to petition the General Court; and, if 
they were refuſed, to apply to Parliament in Be- 
half of themſelves and many thouſands more, 
who, as they alledged, were excluded by this Law 
from their civil and religious Rights. They ac- 
cordingly preſented their Petition to the General 
Court, praying, That civil Liberty and Free- 
* dom might be forthwith granted to all truly 
* Engliſh; and that all Members of the Church 
es of England or Scotland, nat ſcandalous, might 
e be admitted to the Privileges of the Churches 
of New England: Or, if theſe civil and religi- 
5 ous Liberties were refuſed, that they might be 
« freed from the heavy Taxes impoſed on them, 
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Fs ; and the Impreſſes made on their Goods, and 
6c Children, and Servants, for the War.” They 
who are now ſo clear in the Doctrine of No Re- 


preſentation, no Taxation, may conclude, that this 


Petition was granted: But ſo far were their Fore- 
fathers from thinking in this Manner, that in their 
General Court, this Petition was charged with be- 


ing contemptuous and ſeditious, and the Peti- 


tioners were ſeverally fined in different Sums, and 
required to give Security for their good Beha- 
viour. Hutch, Hiſt, p- 145. 


Neither this Tranſaftion, nor any thing elſe, 
could convince them of the Truth of an Opinion, 
which their Deſcendents now pretend to be a ſelf- 
evident Propoſition : That no Man is bound to 
obey Laws, or pay Taxes, without his own Con- 
fent, or that of his Repreſentatives, appointed by 


| his own free Choice. Nay ſo perfectly well ſa- 
tisfied were their Anceſtors of the contrary, that 


they continued to make this the Rule of their 
Conduct to the Diſſolution of their Government 
in the Year 1684. The Law itſelf indeed, after 
the Reſtoration, to ſave Appearances was re- 
pealed ; but it was ſtill their Rule in Practice, and 
kept under another F orm. 


The Abſurdity of the Opinion itſelf of any 
actually inherent and unali-nable Right, and the 
general Confuſion to which it would lead, is a 

Matter 


1 
Matter with which I am not nom concerned. The 
preſent Subject is Hiſtory, and not Argument; 
and my Intention is only to ſet before the Reader 
an Account of their original Charter, Conſtitution, 
and reer which I now 80 on with. 


The Spirit of Perſecution. Sud of b Emigration 
increaſing during the following Years, great Num- 
bers of Puritans, made uneaſy at Home, fled for 
Shelter to New England. Many of theſe fixed 
their Settlements in other Parts of the Country, 


which were not contained within the Limits of the 
"Mafachſatt Patent. 


Of theſe fron and outliying Plantations, 
ſome choſe to annex themſelves to the Maſſachu- 
ſelts Government, and others choſe to ſet up a 
ſeparate Government of their own. But each of 
theſe, in order to engage the Favour and Protec- 
tion of their Parent Country, entered into the 


moſt ſolemn Engagements of Obedience to the 


King, and to the Laws of this Realm. 


Two of theſe Aſſociations in the South and 
| North Part of Pi/cataqua, will give a ſufficient 
Idea of all the reſt. 


Theſe Townſhips and ſmall Communities were 
afterwards joined to the Maſſachuſetts : But the 
N arne of their Aſſociation is the more worthy of 

our 
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Our Attention, becauſe the whole Colony 1 f * 


neficut, till the Year Ae ſtood upon no better 
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Thoſe alla ſettled on the North Side of the 
great Bay of Piſcatagua, aſſociated themſelves un- 
der the following Engagement. 


« Whereas fundry Miſchiefs and Inconve- 
tc niencies have befallen us, and more and 
« greater may, in regard of want of civil Go- 
&« vernment, his gracious Majeſty. having ſettled 
& no Order for us to our Knowledge, we whoſe 
C Names are underwritten, being Inhabitants 
« upon the River Pi/cataqua, have voluntarily 
« agreed to combine ourſelves into a Body po- 
« ltic, that we may the more comfortably en- 
« joy the Benefit of his Majeſty” s Laws, and do 
« hereby actually engage ourſelves to ſubmit 
* to his Royal Majeſty's Laws, together with all 
„ ſuch Laws as ſhall be concluded by a major 
& Part of the Freemen of our Society, in caſe 
e they be not repugnant to the Laws of England, 
<«. and adminiſtred in Behalf of his Majeſty. And 
* this we have mutually promiſed and engaged 
&« to do, and ſo to continue till his excellent 
« Majeſty ſhall give other Orders concerning 


<< us. In witneſs whereof we have hereunta 
« ſet our Hands O#e#bey 22, in the 16th Year 


+ of the Ben of our Sovereign Lord Charles, 


Rn 


"88 


Fail 
te by the Grace of God King of Great-Britain, 
& France, and ne Deſpadpr of the F alth, 
50 Ge. co as... | 


- Signed by Taloighs De : 
Sh a forty others. 


« + 


| Those to al Southward built the Town of 


Exeter, and aſſociated themſelves in the Manner 


following: 


6 Whereas it hath pleaſed the Lord to move 
te the Heart of our dread Sovereign Charles, &c, 


e to grant Licence and Liberty to ſundry: of his 


6 Subjects, to plant themſelves in the Weſtern 
« Parts of America: We his loyal Subjects, Mem- 
< bers of the Church of Exeter, ſituate and lying 
te upon the River Piſcataqua, with other Inhabi- 
* tants there, conſidering with ourſelves the holy 


Will of God and our own Neceſſity, that we 


e ſhould not live without wholſome Laws and 


“ civil Government amongſt us, of which we are 


te altogether deſtitute, do in the Name of Chriſt, 
e and in the Sight of God, combine ourſelves to- 
gether, to erect and ſet up among us ſuch Go- 
* vernment as ſhall be to our beſt diſcerningy 
e agreeable to the Will of God, profeſſing our- 


e ſelves ſubject to our Lord King Charles, ac- 


e cording to the Liberty of the Engli/b Colony of 
e the Maſſachuſetts, and binding ourſelves ſolemn- 


L ly, by the Grace and Help of Cbriſt, and in 
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« his Name and Fear, to ſubmit ourſelves to all 


& ſuch Chriſtian Laws as are eſtabliſhed in the 

& Realm of England, to our beſt Knowledge, and 
40 to all other ſuch Laws, which ſhall upon good 
« Grounds be made and enacted among us, ac- 


c cording to God, that we may live quietly and 

« peaceably together in all Godlineſs and Ho- 

„ neſty. October 24, 1639. | 

Signed by Jonx WareerL waar, 
and thirty-ſix others, 


T 


Such was the original Conſtitution, and firſt 


Settlements of theſe Men, who are now diſturbing 
the Manes of their pious Anceſtors, and adjuring 
each other by the Memory of their Sufferings, to 


combine together againſt that Authority, under 


which their Forefathers took their firſt Eſtabliſh- 
ment.. Little did thoſe good Men think, that 


their Deſcendants would ever arrive at ſuch a Pitch 
of Impiety as to call on them to be Witneſſes to 


their ſeditious Town- Meetings, their ſetting up 
their Trees of Liberty, and their open Pretenſions 
of Independency on the Britiſb Government, to 


which theſe their Forefathers had thus ſolemnly i 


* their 3 


The Year 1640 put a full Period to the Emi- 
gration. In the twenty preceding Years about 
21,200 Perſons had fled from the Oppreſſions of 


the Hierarchy, making about 4000 Families. The 
opening 
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opening of the Parliament effectually removed this 
Grievance; and the Recovery of religious Liber- 
ty at Home, put an End to the Deſire of ſeeking 
it Abroad. From this Year all their Accounts 
agree, that as many People have returned from 
New England hither, as have gone from hence to 


New England. And the whole Increaſe of the 


Colony has ariſen, not from any Acceſſion of 


People from hence, but from the natural Courſe 


of Population in a plentiful Country, and a lax 
Settlement, where every one eaſily obtained as 
much Land as he could employ. Here therefore 
properly ends the Hiſtory of their Coloniza- 


tion, ae the U * __ their r a new Settle- 


ment. 


Whatever Privileges therefore can now be 
claimed as original Charter Rights, or Motives of 
their firſt Settlement; or Covenants'of Coloniza- 
tion, as they now call them, ought to be pro- 
duced from Grants or Charters prior to this Pe- 
riod. For fince that no new Settlements were 
made, and all the after Enlargements were only 
Continuations of the old. What theſe Privileges 
are more than a Right to the Soil, to Corporation 
Government, to Liberty of Conſcience in Ame- 


rica, and a Right to be received as natural born 


Subjects, when they return to England, will not 
Perhaps be _— ſhewn. 


That 


„„ 
That I may not however be thought to omit 
any Thing, which may contribute to the Reader's: 
Information, it is proper to ſet before Wr * 
* „— of nber 1 


14994 


4 the Court 80 Whicchall, Jaws, 17 46 635 
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Load Privy Seal,” 1+ Mrs Ty Trevers, .. 8 
Earl of Dorſet., Mir. Vice Chamberlain | 


Lord Viſcount Kahle Mr. Secretary Cooke, 
Lord Biſhop of London, Mr. eee, Kren. 
Laa. W i off 35095 vitean | 
” Whereas bis Majeſty hath ps — in- 
e formed of great Diſtraction and much Diſorder 
cc in the Plantations i in: the Parts of America called 
“ New England, which, if they be true, and ſuf- 
«. fered to run on, would tend to the Diſhonour 
ce of the Kingdom, and utter Ruin of that Plan- 
<-tation z for Prevention whereof, and for the or- 
c derly ſettling Government, according to the In- 
« tention of thoſe Patents, which have been grants 
„ ed by his Majeſty, and from his late Ro yal 
te Father King James; it hath pleaſed his Majeſty, 
« that the Lords and others of his moſt honoured 
« Privy Council, ſhould take the ſame into Con- 
« ſideration. Their Lordſhips, in the firſt Place, 
e thought fit to make a Committee of this Board, 
sto take Examination of the Matters informed; 
8 Which 
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which Committee having ealled divers of the 


principal Adventurers in that Plantation, and 


heard thoſe that are Complainants againſt them, 


moſt of the Things informed being denied, and 
reſting to be proved by Parties, chat muſt be 


called from that Plate, which required a long 
© Expence of Time; and their Lordſhips finding, 
they were upon Diſpatch of Men; Victuals, and 
6 Merchandize for that Place, all which would 
be at a Stand, if the Adventurers ſhould have 


Diſcoursgethent, or take Sufpician that the 
State here had no good Opinion of that Plans 
tation; their Eordſhips/ not laying the Faults 
or Fancies (if any be) of ſome particular Men 
upon tlie generul Government, or principal 
Adventufers, Which in due Time is further to 
be enquired iſito, have thought fit in the mean 
Time to declare, that the Appearances were ſo 


fair, and Hopes fo great, that the Country 
would prove both beneficial to- this Kingdom, 


and profitable to the Particulars, as that the 
Adventurers had Cauſe to go on chearfully with 


their Undereikings, and reſt aſſured, if Things 


were carried, as was pretended, when the Pa- 
tents were granted; and accordingly, as by the 


Patents it is appointed, his Majeſty would not 
only maintain the Liberties and Privileges here- 


tofore granted, but ſupply any Thing farther 


that might tend to the good Government, 


« Proſperity, 
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4 Proſperity, and Comfort of. on People ler, 
” | of that: — Ec. R ritt 


Wut Teva 


This Reſolution of Conticil * ** been 1 re- 
ferred to as another Royal Confirmation of their 
Claims. But whatever might have been thought 
about a Charter under the Great Seal, it could 
not even in thoſe Days have been imagined, that 
an Order of Council can be of Force againſt an 
Act of Parliament. Should it ſtill be ſaid, that 
though not of equal Force with a Charter, yet it 
was a Proof of the King's good Will to them, 
and an Encouragement to go on with the Settle- 
ment. Doubtleſs it was ſo; and it was a Caution 
to them alſo, that they ſhould ſtrictly adhere to 
their Charter, from which two Years after they 
nevertheleſs made a capital Departure, by the ſend- 
ing Deputies, inſtead of coming themſelves, to 
their general Court. The Conditionality there- 
fore of this Declaration of Council, and the ſtrict 
Limitation of it to their acting according to their 
Charter, will not allow it, I fear, to add much 
to the Strength of their former Grants. And the 
variable and uncertain Conduct, which Charles the 
Firſt held towards them, leaves but little Ground 
for the Colony to value themſelves upon any of 
his Royal Encouragements. 


This, 


[ak 
This Order of Council refers itſelf to a future 
Enquiry ; and the next Year produced another, 

1 M very CTR Sentiments. 


a 


«W hereas he Board is um; to 1 of 
& the frequent, Tranſportation of great Numbers 


_« of his Majeſty? 8 Subjects out of this Kingdom 


« to the Plantation of Nero England, among 
4e whom divers Perſons, known to be ill- affected, 
ee aſtical eee. here, are 3 to reſort 
ce thither; whereby ſuch Confuſion and Diſtrac- 


e tion is already grown there, eſpecially i in Point 


<« of Religion, as beſide the Ruin of the ſaid 
« Plantation, cannot but highly tend to the Scan- 
5 dal both of Church and State here: And 


4 whereas it was informed i in particular, t that there 
cc are at this preſent divers Ships in the River of 
« Thames ready. to ſet ſail thither, freighted with 


“ Paſſengers and Proviſions; it is thought fit and 


ordered, that Stay ſhould be forthwith made 


« of the ſaid Ships, until further Order from this 


Board. And the ſeveral Maſters and Freighters 


* of the ſame ſhould attend the Board on Wed- 


„ reſday next in the Afternoon, with a Liſt of 
ce the Paſſengers and Proviſions in each Ship. 


And that Mr. Cradock, a chief Adventurer i in 
i ce that Plantation, now preſent. | before the Board, 
$6 ſhould be TeqGunneg: to caule the Letters Patent 


=" 
_ + * 


C 1 „for 


ta) 
i. for the aid Plantation te be brought to this 
« Board 


And EO as their Hiſtorian Hubbard re- 
lates it, at a © fecond Hearing upon a Charge 
ce brought againſt them before the Council, it 
« pleaſed God fo to work with the Lords of the 

Council, andafterwards with the King's Majeſty, 
* that the King ſaid, That he would have fuch 
t ſeverely puniſhed as ſhould abuſe his Governor 
c 2nd the Plantation, and diſmiſſed them with a 
« favourable Order for their Encouragement ; 
« being aſſured from ſome of the Council, that 
= his Majeſty did not intend to impoſe the Cere- 


= thohies of the Church of Zygland upon them; 
4 For that it was confidered, that it was for the 
e Sake of Freedom from thoſe Things that Peo- 
« ple went ober thither :* Yet theſe muſt have 
been good Words of a very ſhort Continuance; 


for ſoon after he conceived averyd ifferent Opiniob 
of chem. 


Tue very next Year Aer they kad choſen their 
Deputies, a Commiſſion was iſſued to ſeveral of 
the Nobility and great Officers of Stare, for the 
Regulltion of the Colonies. And a Ono Warraiilo 
was brought by Sir Jobn Banks, the Attorney-Ge- 
neral, againſt the Governor, Deputy Governor, 
and Affiſtants of the Corporation ef Maſſachirſel u, 
and 3 that the Liberties and Fran- 
chiſes 


t x 4 1 
fl 4 be Sind ineo tb King's lend. In 
_  conſequenceof chis, an Order was made out by the 
Clerk of the Council for the Surrendry of the 
Charter: And they were commanded to ſend it 
back to Zagland by the next Ship. But che Judg- 


1 bh 
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ment not a been entered, this occaſioned a 
Delay: And ſoon after the Riſings | in Scotland, 
and che Mecting of the Engliſo Parliament found | 
the King 5s other Employ... 


: The Petition which they N upon aa 


f Occaſion ſpeaks a Language very ent from 
that of their D 


enn of te Gn Cunt Hiteeſs, the 6th of 
. 1636. Feet 


Te the Right Iimontable the Lords Commifi- 
oners for foreign Plantations. | | 


The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the 
Maſſachaſztts in New England, of the general 
Court here aſſembled the 6th Day of September, 

in the 14th Year of the Reign, of our Sovereign 
Lord King Charles. 


« Whereas it hath pleaſed your Lordſhips, by 
* Order of the 4th of April laſt, to require our 
e to be ſent unto you, we do hereby hum- 


L bly and ſincerely profeſs, that we are ready. to 
"C2 « yield 


— 


ce 


cc 


— 


» # 
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cient Plea to ay in. 


tr -y6 11 
« yield all due © Obedience xõ dur Sötereign Lr 


© the King's Majefty, and to your Lordlbips un- 
der him, and in this Mind we leſt our native 
Country, and according thereinito hath been 


our Practice ever ſince; o as "WE; are much 
grie ved, that your Lordſbips mùuld call in our 
Patent, there being no Cauſe known to us, nor 
any Delinquency or F ault of ours expreſſed i in 
the Order ſent to us for that Purpoſe, our Go- 
vernment being according to his Majeſty's 
Grant, and we not hi tap ap for _ gy 
in our Plantations, Se.” * 
Abende 120 41977: £419 

& This is that which his Majeſty 8 Subjetts here 
do believe and profeſs, and thereupon we are all 
humble Suitors to your Lordſhips, that you 
will be pleaſed to take into further Conſidera- 


tion our Condition, and to afford us the Liberty 


of Subjects, that we may know what is laid to 
our Charge; and have Leave and Time to an- 
ſwer for ourſelves, before we be condemned as 


* 4 People unworthy of his Majeſty's Favour or 


Protection; as for the Quo Warranto mention- 


ed in the fame Order, we do aſſure your Lord- 


ſhips we were never called to anſwer to it, and 
* if we had, we doubt not but we | have a ſuffi. 


af 1 * 0 
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ee Tt 2906 seit 85 qu Lordſhips, that 


we came into theſe remote Parts with his Ma- 
”y « jeſty* 8 


E 37, 1 
1550 jeſty s Licence, and Encouragement, under his, 
7 Nj England, and 1 In. the Confidence, 
« we. had of, that. Aſſurance we, have tranſported, 
t our F damilies and Eſtates, and, here we have. 
40 built and Planted, to the g great Enlargement 
66: and ſecuring of his, Majeſty'sDominions i in theſe, 
« Parts, ſo as if qur Patent ſhould now be taken, 
« from.ys,, we ſhall be looked an, as. Renegadoes 
6 .and outlawed, and ſhall be entoreed, either to, 
5 our natiye Country again; 4 gba, of which will 
6, put us to inſupportable Extremities, and theſe 
“ Evils (among others) will neceſſarily follow :. 
&« (1.) Many thouſand Souls will be expoſed to 3 
. Ruin, being, laid open to the Injuries of all 
Men.. (2. ) If we be forced to deſert this Place, 
the Reſt of the Plantations (being too weak to 
ce ſubſiſt alone) will, for the moſt. Part, diſſolve 
6 and go with us, and then will this whole Coun- 
et try fall into the Hands of the French or Dutch, 
4 who would ſpeedily embrace ſuch an Opportu- | 
* nity. (3.) If we ſhould loſe all our Labour, | 
60 and Coſts, and be deprived of thoſe Liberties, 
& which his Majeſty | hath granted us, and nothing | 
ce laid to our Charge, nor any; Failing to be found 3 
« inusmPointof Allegiance (which all our Coun- 
„ trymen do take Notice of, and will juſtify our 
«. Faithfulneſs in this Behalf) it will diſcourage 
ce all Men hereafter from the like Undertakings, 


Br PP: Confidence of his Majeſty s Royal Grant, 
| 9 LLaſtly, 
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« T.aftly, if aye Patent be taken from us, ( bele⸗ | 
« by we ſuppoſe we may claim Intereſt in his 
i Majeſty's Favour and Protection) the common N 
* People here will conceive rhat his Majeſty hath” 
. caſt them off, and that, they are freed 
« from their Allegiance and Sabje&tion, and, 
e thereupon, will be ready to coifederate them - : 
e ſelves under a new Government, for their ne- 
& ceſſary Safety and Subliftence, which will be 
& of dangerous Example to other Plantations, 
& and perilous to ourfelves of incurritig his Ma- 

« jeſty's Diſpleaſure, which we would by all 
« Means avoid. 


10 Upon theſe Eotifderations we #6 bold ta 
renew our humble Supplications t to your Lord- 
& ſhips, that ye may be ſuffered to live here in 
< this ; Wilderneſs; and that this poor Plantation, | 
&& which hath found more Favour from God chan 
4 many Others, may not find lefs Favour from 
your Lordfhips ; ; that our Liberties Mould be 
& reſtrai ned, when others are enla rged ; ; that the 
4 Door ſhould be kept hut unto us, while ir 
« ſtands open to all other Plantations ; ; that Men 
« of Ability ſhould be debarred from us, while 
« they have Encou ragetment to other Colonies, | 


« We dare not queſtion you Lordihips Pro- 
91. ceedings; we only defire to open our Griefs | 
& whe the CP is to be expected: bs in any 

RD OR . i Thing 


: t 


4, Thing we have offended his Majeſty and YOuT 


« Lordſhips, we humbly proſtrate ourſelves ar 
the Footſtool of ſupreme Authority; let us he 
« made the Object of his Majeſty's Clemency, 
and not cut off, in our firſt Appeal, from all 
Hope of Favour. Thus, with our earneſt 
Prayers to the King of Kings, for long Life and 
« Proſperity to his ſacred Majeſty and his Royal 
Family, and for all Honour and Welfare to 
your Lordſhips, we humbly take Leave.” 


Far be it from me to juſtify theſe Severities 
uſed towards them, or the Quo Warrantos iſfued 
againſt their Charter by both the Charles's ; but it 
is impoſſible to avoid remarking the Preſumption 
of their Writers, who boaſt of Favours received 
under the Stuarts, and ſet them in Oppoſition to 
the mild Rule of Laws under his Majeſty, 


The Parliament in the Year 1642 took their 
Part, and paſſed an Order in their Favour. But 
the Style of it ſhews, that how well ſoever they 
might be affected towards them, the Houſe of 
Commons well knew weir own Authority. This 
Order runs thus: | 


1 10 March 1642. 

* Whereas the Plantations in New England 
% have, by the Bleſſing of the Almighty, had 
« good and proſperous Succeſs, without any pub- 
lic C harge to this State, and are now likely to 
N 4 „ prove 
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{ © ] 
Probe very happy for the Piet of the | 
Goſpel in thoſe Parts, 'and very beneficial and 
commodious to this Kingdom and Nation, 
The Commons now aſſembled in Parliament 
do, for the better Advancemeat of thoſe Plan- 
tations, and the Encouragement of the Plan- 
ters to proceed in their Undertaking, ordain 
that all merchandizing Goods, that by any Per- 
ſon or Perſons whatſcever, Merchants or others, 
ſhall be exported out of this Kingdom of Eng- 
land into New England to be ſpent, uſed, or 
employed there, or being of the Growth of 
that Country, ſhall be from thence imported 
hither, or ſhall be laden or put on board any 
Ship or Veſſel for Neceſſaries in paſling to and 


fro, and all and every the Owner or Owners 


thereof, ſhall be free and diſcharged of and 
from paying and yielding any Cuſtom, Sub- 


ſidy, Taxation, or other Duty for the ſame, 


either inward or outward, either in this King- 


dom or New England, or in any Port, Haven, 
Creek, or other Place whatſoever, until the 


| Houſe of Commons ſhall take further Order therein 


to the contrary. And all and fingular Cuſtomers, 
Farmers, and Collectors of Cuſtoms, Subſidies, 


and Impoſts, and other Officers, Miniſters, 


«© and Subjects whatſoever, are hereby required 
and injoined, that they and every of them, 


upon the ſhewing forth unto them this Order, 
© ora true Copy thereof, under the Hand of the 


« Clerk 


leyeral Acts of Navigation under Charles II. 


1 4 ] 

6 Clerk of the Houſe of Commons, without any 
ce other Writ or Warrant whatſoever, do make 
full, whole and entire, and due Allowance and 
cc clear Diſcharge unto the ſaid Owners of the 
« ſaid Goods and Merchandize, their Factors, 
« Servants, and Agents, according to the Tenor 
« and true Meaning of this Order.” * 

, H. Exs51x0, Cer. Park D. Y CU . 
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The firſt Man, who ſeems to Mae had a juſt 


„ 


Notion of the N ature and Uſe of Colonies, was 


Cromwell. In their Infancy they had ſcarcely been 


an Object of Legiſlation. And till his Time 
they had been ſuffered to trade as they could, and 
whereſoever they pleaſed. But he paſſed an Ordi- 
nance of Parliament, prohibiting the Plantations 
from receiving or exporting any European Com- 
modities, except in Engliſb built Ships, navigated 
by Engliſhmen; and forbidding all Correſpondence 
with any Nation or C olony not ſubject to England, 
and allowing no Alien to ſet up a F actory, or to 
carry on Trade in the Plantations. And this 
Idea was afterwards improved and enlarged in _— 


«© 
N F 


4 — 9 


Soon after the Reſtoration the ZEoloepi again re- 
ceived Notice of Complaints, with an Order from 
the King to ſend over proper Perſons'to make An: 
ſwer to them. The genera} Court being called, 


appointed two Agents, and ſent them with an 


Addreſs 


[ 42 } 

Addreſs of Congratulation on his Majeſty's Ac. 
ceſſion. This Addreſs, as Mr. Neal relates it, af- 
ter Expreſſions of their Loyalty, goes on to im- 
plore his Majeſty's Protection of them in the free 
Exerciſe of their Religion. We ſupplicate your 
Majeſty (ſay they, in a Stile very different from 
e their modern Compoſitions) for your gracious 
Protection of us in the Continuance both of our 
« civil and religious Liberties, according to the 
4 Grantees known End of ſuing for the Patent 
* conferred upon this Plantation by your Royal 
& Father. Our Liberty to walk in the Way of 
5 the Goſpel, with all good Conſcience accord- 
< ing to the Order of the Goſpel, was the Cauſe 
« of our tranſporting ourſelves with our Wives, 
our little ones, and our Subſtance, from that 
« pleaſant Land, over the Atlantic Ocean into the 
* vaſt Wilgerneſs, chooſing rather the pure Scrip- 
* ture Worſhip with a good Conſcience in this 
ce remote Wilderneſs, than the Pleaſures of Eng- 
* land, with Submiſſion to the Impoſitions of the 
u then ſo diſpoſed, and fo far prevailing Hierarchy, 
„ which we could not do without an evil Con- 
& ſcience.— We are not ſeditious, as to the Intereſt 
« of Cæſar, nor ſchiſmatical, as to Matters of 
Religion. We diſtinguiſh between Churches 
s and their Impurities. We could not live with- 
* out the public Worſhip of Gad, nor be per- 
* mitted the puhlio Worſhip, without ſuch a 
22 Yoke of Sublcnpyap and Conformity, as we 

could 


4 47 } | 
"I evulcl not conſent unto without Sn. That we 
« might therefore enjoy Divine Worſhip withour- 
human Mixtures, without Offence to God, 
„ Man, and our own Conſeiences, We with 
Leave, but not without Tears, departed from 
* our Country, Kindred, and TO. Houſes 
into this e « | 


Neat, Val: I. p. 350- 


The Agents wiel with the King's Anſwer 
under various Heads: And in one Part of it, af- 
ter accepting the Profeſſions of their Loyalty, the 
King expretsly declares: : We will preſerve, and 
& do hereby confirm the Patent and Charter here- 
4 tofote granted unto them by our Royal Father 
& of bleſfed Memory; and they ſhall fully enjoy 
* all the Privileges and Liberties granted to them 
in and by the fame; and we will be ready to 
“renew the ſame Charter to them under our great 


Seal of England, whenſoever they ſhall de- 
* fire it, 


This is the Letter, which ing fooken boaſt of, 
2s a Royal Confirmation of their Charter; and 
ſueh it doubtleſs is. But they ſay nothing of the 
ther Parts of the Letter, requiring among many 
| other Things, a Reviſion of all their Laws, and 

2 Repeal of every Thing derogatory to the King's 

fr z the Allowance of the Uſe of the 


F Common 


1 


r d dent Beef. 
of all Ferſuaſionʒ to vote at their Eleftions. 10 
IS SIRS)- -; SNN 

3 of theſe 1 Fes 2 jos OY 
and others they never complied with, and thereby 
loſt the Benefit of this Grace, and incurred the 
King's Diſpleaſure, under which they ſuffered 
during the whole Courſe of chis Reign. 


In conſequence of this Diſobedience, the King 
in the Year 1664 iſſued a ſpecial Commiſſion under 
the great Seal, impowering Colonel Nichols and. 
three other Perſons there named to go over, and 
enquire into- the State of the Colony; © and to 
% hear and determine all Complaints and Apr 
6 peals in all Cauſes and Matters, military, cri- 
, minal, and civil, according to their good and 
ce ſound Diſcretion, and to ſuch Inſtructions as 
« they hang, or ſhall erf KOs 14). hy 28 

Upan Ne Retr and oO of theſe Com- 
miſſioners, a Variety of Suits and Complaints were 
inſtituted againſt them, till at length they ended 
in the Condemnation of their Charter, and the 
total Diſſolution! of their eee in l 


Year Tiger 7 19919. 4 % % %% 1 70 


King a ht Suave tied to Gnith the Dit 
a of the Government under the old Charter, 
7 | 6 a 


456 J 
und King James ſucceeded to the Exerciſe of his 
Deſpotiſm over the Province to its full Extent. 
Sir Edmund Andros was ſent to be their Governor; 
ho ſuffetedthem'to elect ne Aſſembly or Coui- 
il, and to Have no other Goyernment than what 
conſiſted" wirf His arbitrary- Will” He himſelf 
made Laws, "raiſed Troops, [levied Taxes, 2 nd 
directed all H Rings with the Aſſiſtance only ef a 
Council of his owh Creatures, whom he made the 
Inſtruments of his THR and the Harpies * 
His Avatice. Os Dont! 51557 tor oni bas bnd 
AM a 2d 
'To ſatisfy both a met, and ,brin the PN 
Into. a State. 0 0 of ab blolute Subjettion, e People 
ere told that their Charter r being: EE their 
Titles to their Lapds were. - forfeited \ With i it, or il in 
the brutal Phraſe of the Time, that the C C alf died 
in the, Cow w'S Belly. Under this Pretence all Per- 
| ſons were called upon to take out new Patents for 
their Lands, ſubject to ſuch Fines as "ſhould be 
impoſed; and Writs of Intruſion were brought 
againſt thoſe who refuſed, to eee, them of 
cheir Eſtates. C 


* 


Beſides this Fm Exception to all Titles, IM 
they were derived from, a Grantor, which, now 
the Charter was gone, had no Title: The Caſe of 
Towns was yet worſe; for they were declared to 
be not wen of e aa Ones. 
The 
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Compaſſion, they ſet their two oldeſt Inhabitants 


1 6 

The Town of Hfirb romanſirated againſt ti 
paying Taxes, levied by tbe Governor's fale Au- 
thority without the Conſent of an Aſſtmblyor of 
Parliament. And the Seleſtmen voted, That in- 
4 aſmuch as it is againſt the Privileges f Evolih 
Subjects to have Maney raiſed: without their 


ac own Conſent in an Aſſembly or Parliament ; 


« therefore they will Petition dhe King for 14: 
5+ berty of an Aſſembiy before they make any 
2 Rates.“ For this two of them were impri- 
ſoned, and the reſt were fined 20, a 30, ati 
_ a Man, 


* The Proceedings of the Town of Cambridge, 
in which was their College, and which therefore 
may be ſuppoſed to have known their Conftitus 
tion, ſhews the abje& State of Peſpondency, to t 
Which they were reduced. The more to move 


at their Head, and W in the N 
Manner: : x 


To the Kings Moſt Karben Majeſty. 


T he Petition and Addreſs of John Gibſon, aged 
about 87, and George Nillow, aged 86 Years, 
as alſo on Behalf of their Neighbours, the In- 
habitants of Cambridge in Ne ew w England in 

moſt humble wiſe ſheweth, | 


That your Mejeſty's good aa with 
- much hard Labour and great Diſburſements, 


_« have 


1 

have ſubdued a Wilderneſs, built our Hòuſea 
% Our indubitable Right to the Soil, by the Royal 
« Charter granted under the firſt Planters, tage- 
«© ther with our firſt Purchaſe of the Natives: us 
« alſo by ſundry Letters and Declarations ſent to 
„the late Governor and Company from his late 
« Majeſty your Royal Brother, aſſuring Us of 
 « the full Enjoyment of our Properties and Po- 

« ſeſſions, as is more eſpecially contained in the 
« Declaration ſent, when the Quo Warranto was 
« iſſued out againſt our Charter. But we are ne- 
<« ceſlitated to make this our Moan and Com- 
cc plaint to your Excellent Majeſty; for that our 
„ Title is now queſtioned to our Lands, by us 
* quietly poſſeſſed for near ſixty Years, and with- 
<« gut which we cannot ſubſiſt. Our humble Ad- 
<« dreſs to our Governor Sir Edmund Audros, 
« ſhewing our juſt Title, long and peaceable Poſ- 
« ſeſſion, together with our Claim of the Benefit 
of your Majeſty's Letters and Declarations; aſ- 
« ſuring all your good Subjects that they ſhall not 
be moleſted in their Fmpenten and Poſicdions, 
not W d 


„ Royal Sir, We are a poor People, and have 
'* no Way to procure Money to defend our Cauſe 
*in the Law, nor know we of Friends at Courts 
and therefore unto your Royal:Majeſty, as the 
we e all your Subjects, do we make 
ä 4 this 
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t. this our Humble Addreſs for Relief, beſeeching 
1 your Majeſty graciouſſiy to paſs your Royal Act 
ee for the Confirmation of your Majeſty's Subjects 
«- here in our Poſſeſſions, to Us derived from 
4 our late Governor and Company of this your 
cc Majeſty's Colony. We now humbly caſt Our- 
cc {elves and the diſtreſſed Condition of our Wives 
ec and Children at your Majeſty's Feet, and con- 
tc clude with that Soying of an 4 
he eee en en oi 


* * 
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Such was thearbitiary Rule: of 1 5 It = 
an is the Reign to which the Faction of Beſton 
have compared his Majeſty's. With this ſingular 
Difference, that whereas their Anceſtors threw 
themſelves at the Feet of King James, they trai- 
torouſly exhort their People to, Arms againſt 
Acts of Parliament paſſed by his Majeſty," - 


OH Th 


A 


/- UPON «Review of this Hiſtory; the Reader 
will be at a Lofs to think what can be the Foun- 
dation of thoſe extenſive Claims, which theſe 
Men have of late been making: Nor will he ea- 
ſily conceive from what Part of their Conſtitution 
they derive the leaſt Pretence of Exemption from 
the Juriſdiction of Parliament. And yet if there 
be any ſuch Exemption, it muſt certainly be found 
in ſome of their Patents or Charters antecedent to 


__ 2 — Under the Prerogative Reigns of 
a Stuart 


* 
*% 


„ 

x Si uart or a Tudor, Grants of this Sort might poſ- 
ſibly have paſſed: But from that happy Era of 
our Liberties, the Power of the Crown has been 
too clearly aſcertained, and the Authority of Par- 
liament too firmly eſtabliſhed, to admit of any 
Competition between them. 


I have hitherto ſaid nothing, therefore, of the 
Charter of King William; becauſe, though that 
is the only Charter which the Province of Maſſa- 
chuſetts now has, and is by far the moſt advan- 
tageous Charter for the People there, which they 
ever had; yet they themſelves. muſt know, that 
that can be no Foundation for their Claim. 


King Williani could not grant ſuch a Charter of 
Independence, King William never would have 
done it, King William never did do it. 


3 This great Reſtorer of the Liberties of Par- 
liament too well knew his own Powers to warrant 
the leaſt Suppoſition of this Kind. Could a Par- 
liamentary King aſſume to himſelf a Power ſupe- 
rior to the Laws which made him? Could King 
William, who derived the Authority Which he 
poſſeſſed over all the Engliſo Dominions, only 
from Parliament, derive from thence a Power of 
making the Subjects of any Part of thoſe Domi- 

nions independent on Parliament? | 


If 


— — 
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If the Crown have a Power to grant to the 
Subjects of any one Part of the Brit; Empire, 
an Exemption from the Authority of Parlia- 
ment, it may by the fame Power exempt any 
other Part, and conſequently may take all the 
Parts from out of its Juriſdiction. The very 
Perfection of Tyranny and Deſpotiſm. Could 
King William ever have thought of ſuch a Thing, 
which he moſt certainly did not; yet what Chan- 
cellor could have been found hardy enough to 
have ſet the Seal to ſuch a Charter. That Mi- 
niſter's Head would fit very looſely upon his 
Shoulders, who at any Time fince the Revo- 
lution ſhould adviſe the Crown to an Attempt to 
render a ſingle Subject independent of Parliament; 
and much more who ſhould dare to draw a Char- 
ter, which would take away whole Provinces from 
its Juriſdiction, | 


The great and principal Ground of King 
Zames's Forfeiture and Expulſion, was his At- 
tempting to ſuſpend the Laws of Parliament with 
reſpect to the Papiſts, who were a ſmall Part only 
of his Subjects; is ĩt poſſible then to ſuppoſe that 
Sir Jobn Somers, Sir George Trely, and the greateſt 
Lawyers of the Age immediately after the Revo- 
lution, could have preſumed to draw up and paſs 
a Patent under the great Seal, which ſhould not 
merely ſuſpend for a Time, but abſolutely Aboliſh 
| for 


1 57 J = 
for ever, the Power of Acts of Parliament over 
a great Part of Engliſb Empire. 


If we look into the Hiſtory of the Paſſing of 
this Charter, every Part of it ſhews, that no- 
thing could be farther from the Thoughts of the 
King and Council, than the granting of any 
ſuch Exemption. And the Account of theſe 
Tranſactions will fully illuſtrate every Thing 
which has been ſaid, both of the former Charter 
and of this. | 


| Upon the Acceſſion of King William, the 
People at Boſt:n ſeized upon their Governor, and 
called a Convention. This Aſſembly added two 
more Agents to the two, which were before in 
England, and ſent them over with Inſtructions 
to ſolicit the Confirmation of their antient 
« Charter, and all its Rights and Privileges; and, 
ce if there ſhould be Opportunity, to endeavour 
the obtaining ſuch farther Privileges, as might 
a be of Benefit to ow Colony.” | 


The Houſe of Commons had reſolved, that the 
ſeiſing of the Charters of the Corporations and 
Colonies in King Charles's Time was illegal: And 
a Bill had been brought in for the Renewal of 
them, though it did not paſs. The Agents there- 
fore hoped, that they might be allowed to real- 
{ume their Charter. The Colony of Canneclicut, 
| | E having 


„ 
having never ſtood a Trial, but only paſſively 
ſubmitted, in the Year 1684, and having had no 
Judgment entered againſt their Charter, nor any 
Surrendry thereof upon Record, actually did re- 
aſſume theirs. But the Caſe of Maſſachuſetts was 
different, they having ſtood Tryal, and having 
had Judgment entered againſt them. The ſame 
great Lawyers, therefore, Ward, Somers, and 
Treby, who found that Connecticut might reſume 
their former Charter, determined that Maſſachu- 
ſetts could not. a 


The King reſolved therefore to grant them a 
new Charter; and to reſerve to himſelf the nam- 
ing of a Governor and ſome other Officers ; and 
directed the Attorney and. Solicitor General to 
draw one. The firſt Draught was thought too 
looſe, and was rejected. A ſecond being drawn 
more agreeably to the King's Inſtructions, was 
ſhewn to the Agents, with a Liberty given them 
to offer any Objections. But upon Mr. Mather's 
ſaying that he would ſooner part with his Life 
than conſent to it, they were told that the Con- 
ſent of the Agents was not deſired : That the 
Agents from New England were not Plenipo- 
tentiaries from a Sovereign State: And that, if 
they declared they would not ſubmit to the 
King's Pleaſure, his Majeſty would ſettle the 
Country, and they might take what would fol- 
low. 


"EE. Two 


1 

Two of the Agents ſtill inſiſted on their old 

Charter, to which the Province at that Time was 

| ſtrongly attached, though with very little Reaſon. 

| For the State of their Caſe having been referred 

to Council, the Opinion given pen it was as 
follows. 


« That a bare Reſtitution of the Charters, 
<« and eſpecially of the Maſſachuſetts, would be 


c of no Service at all; as appears both from the 


« Charters itſelf and from the Practice of that 
« Colony, who have hardly purſued the Terms 
ce thereof in any one Inſtance. As to the Char- 
<« ter itſelf, that Colony, if they ſhould have it, 
&« would want, | 


I. A Power to call a ſelect Aſſembly ; for 
ce there many thouſand Freemen have an equal 
Right to fit in the Aſſembly, 


II. « A Power to lay Taxes and raiſe Money, 


ct eſpecially on Inhabitants not Freemen, and 


« * coming to trade there. 
III. 6c They have no Admiralty. 


IV, They have no Power to keep a Prero- 
* gative —_— to prove Wills, &c. 


V. . Nor to erect Counts of Judicature, eſpe- 
* cially Chancery Courts.“ 


D 3 | The 


„„ 
The Reader eaſily ſeez that the Charter hav- 
ing been originally given to a Company. reſident 


in England, all theſe Things were then provided 
for here in the King's Courts. 


The other two Agents, Mr. Mather and Sir 
William Aſburſt, drew up their Objections againſt 
the Minutes; which were preſented to the Attor- 
ney-General and laid before the Council; and a 
Copy ſent to the King in Flanders : who diſap- 
proved of the Objections, and ordered the Char- 
ter to be drawn up according to the. Minutes. 
It was ſtill urged on the Part of the Province, 
that they thought it would be a ſingularly hard 
Caſe, that the Effects of the late Tyranny ſhould 
be felt by them alone, of all their Majeſty's 
Subjects: all the other Charters having by one 
Means or other been reſtored. But to this it h 
was anſwered, That there was this Difference be- 
tween the Caſe of the Maſſachuſetts, and moſt of 
the other Charters. In general, there was no 
Room for legal Exception to the Powers exer- ” 
ciſed by the Corporations ; but the Maſſachuſetts 
Charter not being intended when it was granted 
for ſuch Government, as is neceſſary to be exer- 
ciſed in a Colony remote from its Mother Coun- 
try, a Reverſion of the former Judgment would 
have been of no Service: * And Sir George 
Treby declared to Mr. Mather, Sir John Somers, 

| | and 
0 * * Hutchinſon, Page 414. 
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and the two Lords Chief Juſtices being preſent, 
and aſſenting to it, that « if the Judgment 
« againſt the Charter ſhould be reverſed, and 
« the Government ſhould exerciſe thoſe Powers, 
ce which, before the Que Yarranto, they had done, 
« anew Writ would iſſue out againſt them in 
6 . eſtminſter-hall, and there would be a Judg- 
« ment againſt them, and ſuch an one as there 
ee would be no Room for a Writ of Error.“ By 
the old Charter, it was ſaid, they had Power to 
impriſon or inflict Puniſhment in criminal Caſes, 
according to the Courſe of Corporations in Eng- 
land, but that, unleſs capital Caſes be expreſsly 
mentioned, the Power would not reach them. 
That no Power was given to erect Judicatories, or 
Courts for Probate of Wills; or with Admiralty 
Juriſdiction ; nor had they any Power to conſti- 
tute a Houſe of Deputies or Repreſentatives, nor 
to impoſe Taxes on the Inhabitants ; nor to incor- 
porate Towns, Colleges, Schools, &c. which 
Powers and Privileges had been notwithſtanding 
WINE 


Can the Reader aſk for higher Authority, to 
prove the extreme Defectiveneſs of this ancient 
Charter? Is it to be ſuppoſed that a Charter 
_ which fails in ſo many Points, which are abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to conſtitute any Government at all; 
ſhould be intended in this ſingle Inſtance to con- 
vey: a greater Privilege, than was ever before 

"4. given 
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given to a Subject: The Riche of being . 
from the Juriſdiction of Parliament? That a 


Charter, which was fo very ſhort ſighted, as not 
to provide a proper Power to raiſe Taxes for the 
Support of their own Provincial Government; 
ſhould yet have looked ſo very far forward, as to 
provide that they ſhall not be taxed by Parlia- 
ment, for the general Service of the whole Em- 


pire. And yet this is the Charter, which their 


factious Leaders have been ſpreading before them 


in every Attack upon the Britiſb Legiſlature, May 


I not ſay too, that this is the Charter, which has 
benumb'd the Powers of the Legiſlature for three 


Seſſions together, as if they were afraid to look 


at it. 


If + we look into King William's Charter itſelf, 
we ſhall ſee that there is not a ſingle Expreſſion, 


| which can warrant the Suppoſition of any ſuch 


excluſive Nein. 


The Charter gives them the Power of laying 


Taxes upon themſelves, for the Support and De- 


fence of the Government there, without which no 


Government could ſubſiſt: And doubtleſs i it never 


could have been thought reaſonable, that this 
Country ſhould charge itſelf with the Expence of 
maintaining their civil Eſtabliſhment. Bur for 
the Taxes neceſſary for the Support and Well- 
being of the whole Empire, the Right of raiſing 


theſe, | 


— * | -f "> 
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theſe, and of aſſigning to each of the ſeveral Parts 


of it their reſpective Proportions, this is a Right 


which ever was, and ever muſt be inherent in chat 


ſupreme Authority, which pervades and ſuperin- 
tends the Whole; nor is there a ſingle Word in 


the Charter which impeaches it. 


The Charter is too long to be inſerted; the 
3 will find it at the * of Neals e 


* 


I here give TER the Clauſes, to enable the Ge- 
neral Court to make Laws, to name Offices, and 
to levy Taxes; which is the whole of 1 it, that re- 
lates to the preſent Subject. 


« And we do further, for us, our Heirs and 


* Succeſflors, give and grant to the ſaid Gover- 


te nor, and the Great and General Court or Aſ- 


ſembly of our ſaid Province or Territory, for 


te the Time being, full Power and Authority, 
e from Time to Time, to make, ordain, and 
<« eſtabliſh all Manner of wholſome and reaſon- 


* 


able Orders, Laws, Statutes, and Ordinances, 


« Directions and Inſtructions, either with Penal- 
« ties or without (ſo as the ſame be not repug- 
<« nant or contrary to the Laws of this our Realm 
« of England) as they ſhall judge to be for the 
Good and Welfare of our ſaid Province or Ter- 

« ritorys 
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ritory, wi of the People inhabiting, or who 
' ſhall inhabir the ſame; and for the neceſſary 
Support and Defence of the Government there- 


of, And we do for us, our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors, give and grant, that the ſaid General 
Court or Aſſembly ſhall have full Power and 
Authority, to name and ſettle annually all civil 
Officers within the ſaid Province, ſuch Officers 


excepted, the Election and Conſtitution of 


whom we have by theſe Preſents reſerved to us; 
our Heirs and Succeſſors, or to the Governor 
of oy ſaid Province for the Time being; and 
to ſet forth the ſeveral Duties, Powers, and 


Limits of every ſuch Officer to be appointed 
by the ſaid General Court or Aſſembly; and 


the Forms of ſuch Oaths, not repugnant to the 
Laws and Statutes of this our Realm of Eng- 


land, as ſhall be reſpectively adminiſtered unto 
them for the Execution of their ſeveral Offices 


and Places; and alſo to impoſe Fines, Mulcts, 
Impriſonments, and other Puniſhments ; and 


to impole and levy -proportionable and reaſon- 


able Aſſeſſments, Rates, and Taxes, upon the 
Eſtates and Perſons of all and every the Pro- 


prietors and Inhabitants of our ſaid Province 


or Territory, to be iſſued and diſpoſed of by 
Warrant under the Hand of the Governor of 
our ſaid Province for the Time being, with 
the Advice and Conſent of the Council, for our 

Service 


* 


{i go } 
Service in the neceſſary. Defence and Support 
« of our Government of our ſaid Province or 
cc Territory, and the Protection and Preſervation 
« of the Inhabitants there, according to ſuch Acts 
« ag are or ſhall be in Force within our ſaid Pro- 
« vince.“ | 


If now, under the limited Powers of the Crown 
ſince the Revolution, any Man can think, that by 
giving them Power to raiſe Money for the Pur- 
poſes of their own provincial Government, King 
William intended to reſtrain his Parliament from 
the Power of taxing them for the public Service: 
Such an one muſt allow too, that the preceding 
Paragraph is equally reſtrictive; and that the Par- 
liament is thereby debarred from making Laws 
for them; for that Power alſo is granted in the 
very ſame Terms, and is expreſly declared to be 
for the neceſſary Support and Defence of Govern- 
ment, | 


Such an one muſt alſo ſuppoſe, that Lord So- 
mers and the King's Judges, when they remarked 
it to the Agents as a capital Defect in their firſt 
Charter, that it gave to the Province no Power of 
raiſing Taxes, which yet they ever had and would 
be forced to do, and thereby forfeit their Charter; 
that the Defect, which they really meant, was, 
that they were not exempted from the Taxes of 
Parliament; and that therefore they inſerted this 

| Clauſe 
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Clause into a new one, to prevent their ori; | 


ing their new Charter by ſubmitting to it, 


- ifs complete the Abſurdity, ſuch an one muſt 
ſuppoſe, at the ſame Time that Lord Somers and 


the Engliſh Judges were ſo intent upon putting 


them out of the parliamentary Juriſdiction ; that 
the Agents themſelves were ſo very deſirous of con- 
tinuing under it; that when the Minutes of this 


Charter, veſting in the Colony the whole Power 


of Government, was ſhewn to them; they were 
all much diſſatisfied with it; and that Mr. Mather 
the Chief of them declared, That he would ſooner 

loſe has Lite than conſent to it, 


If theſe e appear too abſurd 


to admit of the Reader's Belief, he will then 
agree with me, that, when the People of New 
England pretend to any Right of Exemption from 
the Taxes of Parliament, they may, if they pleaſe, 
ſeek for Proofs from other Topics of Argument, 
and derive it if they can from other Sources, my 
will never a it in their Charter, 


* 1 a a. 4 þ wad 


MASSACHU SETS 


OLONY CHARTER. 


3 HARLEs by the Grace of God, King 
of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, 
Defender of the Faith, &c. = 


1 HERE As our moſt deare and royal 

Father King James of bleſſed me- 
mory, by his Highneſs's letters patents beare- 
ing date at Weſtminſter the third day of No- 
vember, in the eighteenth year of his reign, 
hath given and granted unto the Councel 
eſtabliſhed at Plymouth in the county of 
Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering 
and governing of New-England in America, 


ever: All that part of America lying and 
being in breadth from fourty degrees of nor- 
therly latitude from the equinoxtiall line to 
| 2D fourty 


r — 
th ** — — 
— ” * 


This firſt Charter of the Maſſachuſets Colony has 
never been printed. There are very few Manuſcript 
Copies of it. Thoſe are liable to ſo many accidents 
that it is thought proper to publiſh it as the moſt 


18 means of preventing it's being irrecoverably 
oſt. | | 


N To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greetin g. : 


and to their heirs ſucceſſours and aſſignes for 


Recital of King 
James's grant to 
the Council of 
Plymouth, 
November 

18 Jac, 1. 


Deſcription of 
the Land grant- 
ed. 


Proviſoe. 


Habendum. 


Tenure. 


Other mines and mineralls, precious ſtones 


nances, and every part and parcel thereof, 


"1 0 1} 5 
fourty eight degrees of the ſaid northerly lat 
tude incluſively, and in length of and withi 
all the breadth aforeſaid throughout the main 
lands from ſea to ſea, together alſo with al 
the firme lands, ſoyles, grounds, havens, ports 
rivers, waters, fiſhing, mines and mineralls, 
as well royall mines of gould and ſilver, a 
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. 
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quarries, and all and ſingular other com- 


modities, juriſdictions, privileges, franchiſe 2 


and preheminences both within the ſaid tract 
of land upon the maine, and alſo within the 
iflands and ſeas adjoining. Provided always, 
that the faid iſlands or any the premiſſes by 

the ſaid letters patent intended and meant to 
be granted were not then actually poſſeſſed 
or inhabited by any other chriſtian prince, or 
ſtate, nor within the bounds limits or terri- 
tories of the ſouthern colonies then before 
granted by our ſaid deare father to be 
planted. by ſuch of his loving ſubjects in the 
ſouthern parts. To have and to hold, poſ- 

ſeſs and enjoy all and ſingular the aforeſaid 
continent, lands, territories, iſlands, heredi- 
taments and precincts, ſeas, waters, fiſnings, 
with all and all manner their commodities, 
royalties, liberties, preheminences, and pro- 
fits that ſhould from thenceforth ariſe from 
thence with all and ſingular their appurte- 


unto the ſaid Councel, and their ſucceſſors 
and aſſignes for ever, to the ſole and pro- 
per uſe, benefit and behoof of them the ſaid 
Councel and their ſucceſſors and aſſignes for 
ever: To be houlden of our ſaid moſt dear 
and royal Father, his heirs and ſucceſſors, as 
of his manor of Eaſt-Greenwich in the 

1 county 
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age, and not in Capite nor by knights ſer- 
ice. Yielding and paying therefore to the 
aid late King, his heirs and ſucceſſors the 
With part of the oare of gould and filver 
bhich ſhould from time to time and at all 


ad and obtained in, at, or within any of 


es 15 . * . » 

om. he faid lands, limits, territories and pre- 
hiſs &in&s, or in or within any part or parcel 
trad l hereof, for or in reſpect of all and all man- 


eer of duties, demands and ſervices whatſo- 
ver to be done made or paid to our ſaid 


a s, | . Ee 
15 ear Father the late King, his heirs and ſuc- 
t to reſſors; as in and by the ſaid letters patent 


ileges and grants therein contained) more 


_ or | 
fi. - arge appeareth. 5 | 
ore et VVV 3 
be And whereas the ſaid Councel eſtabliſhed 
he at Plymouth in the county of Devon, for the 
of. yplanting, ruling, ordering and governing of 
ig New-England in America, have by their 
zi. deed indented under their common ſeal, 
_ bearing date the nineteenth day of March 
' laſt paſt, in the third year of our reign, 
5 


given, granted, bargained, ſold; enfeoffed, 
aliened and confirmed to Sir Henry Roſe- 
well, Sir John Young, knights, Thomas 
| Southcott, John Humphrey, John Endicott 
and Symon Whetcomb, their heirs and aſ- 
ſociates forever, all that part of New-Eng- 
land in America aforeſaid which lieth and 
extendeth between a great river there com- 
monly called Monomack, alias Merrimack, 
and a certain other river there called Charles 
river, being the bottom of a certain bay there 
„ commonly 


r, a imes thenafter happen to be found, gotten, 


3 (amongſt ſundry other clauſes, powers, pr 
c 


% ounty of Kent, in free and common ſoc- | 


Rent, 


Recital of a 
grant of the pro- 
vince of the 
Maſlachuſetts 
Bay, (being part 


. of the Premiſes 


before- men- 
tioned) by the 
Council of Ply- 
mouth to Sir 
Henry Roſwell 
2nd others. 
March 19, 

2 Car. Fc- 


EAST : 
commonly called Maſſachuſetts, alias Mattai 
chuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts bay, and alſo all 
and fingular thoſe lands and hereditaments 
whatſoever lying and being within the ſpace 
of three Engliſn miles on the ſouth part of the 
ſaid Charles river, or of any ot every part 
thereof, and alſo all and ſingular the lands 
and hereditaments whatſoever, lying and 
being within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles 
to the ſouthward of the ſouthermoſt part of 
the ſaid bay called Maſſachuſetts, atias Mat- 
tachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts bay, and alſo all 
thoſe lands and hereditaments which lye and 
be within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles 
to the northward of the ſaid river called Mo- 
nomack, alias Merrimack, or to the north- 
ward of any and every part thereof, and all 
lands and hereditaments whatſoever, lying 
within the limits aforeſaid, north and ſouth, 
in latitude and breadth, and in length and 
longitude, of and within all the breadth afore- 
ſaid, throughout the main lands, there from 
the Atlantic and weſtern ſea and ocean on the 
_ eaſt part to the ſouth ſea on the weft part, 
and all lands and grounds, place and places, 
{oils wood and wood grounds, havens, ports, 
_ rivers, waters, fiſhing and hereditaments 

whatſoever, lying within the ſaid bounds and 
limits, and every part and parcel thereof, and 
alſo all iſlands lying in America aforeſaid in 
the ſaid ſeas or either of them on the wefterne 
or eaſterne coaſts or parts of the faid tracts 
of lands by the ſaid indenture mentioned to 
be given, granted, bargained, ſold, enfeoffed, 
aliened and confirmed or any of them : And 
alſo all mines and mineralls, as well royall 
mines of gould and filyer, as other mines and 
f mineralla 


E 2 
mineralls whatſoever in the ſaid lands and 
premiſſes or any part thereof: and all juriſ- 
dictions, rights, royalties, liberties, freedoms, 
immunities, priviledges, franchiſes, prehemi- 
nences and commodities whatſoever, which 
they the faid Councel eſtabliſhed at Ply- 
mouth in the county of Devon for the plant- 

ing ruling ordering and governing of New- 
England in America then had or might uſe 
exerciſe or enjoy, in and within the ſaid lands 

and premiſſes by the ſaid indenture mentioned 

to be given, granted, bargained, ſould, en- 

feoffed and confirmed, or in or within any 

part or parcel thereof. To have and to hould Habendum, 
the ſaid part of New- England in America which  * 
lyeth and extends and is abutted as afore- 
ſäaid, and every part and parcel thereof; And 
all the ſaid iſlands, rivers, ports, havens, 

: waters, fiſhings, mines and minerals, juriſdic- 

tions, franchiſes, royalties, liberties, privi- 
ledges, commodities, hereditaments and pre- 

miſſes whatſoever, with the appurtenances, 

_ unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John 
Younge, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, 

John Endecott and Symon Whetcomb, their 

heirs and aſſignes, and their aſſociates, to 

the only proper and abſolute uſe and behoof 

of the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John 
Lounge, Thomas Southcott# John Humfrey, 
John Endecott and Symon Whetcomb, their 

heires and aſſignes, and aſſociates forever. 
more. To be houlden of us, our heirs and Tenure, 
ſucceſſors, as of our mannor of Eaſt Green- 

wich in the county of Kent, in free and 
eommon ſoccage, and not in Capite, nor by 
knights ſervice, yielding and paying there- Rent, 
fare unto us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, = | 

ö | ' 
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Fifth part of the oare of gould and Gilvar 
which ſhall from time to time and at all times 
hereafter happen to be found, gotten, had 
and obtained, in any of the ſaid lands within 
the ſaid limits, or in or within any part 
thereof, for and in ſatisfaction of all manner 
of duties, demands and ſervices whatſoever, 
to be done, made or paid to us, our heirs of 
ſucceſſors, as in and by the ſaid recited in- 
denture more at dg may appear. 


| Now know ye, that we, at the huwble 
ſuite and petition of the ſaid Sir Henry Roſe- 
well, Sir John | Younge, 
cott, John Humfrey, John Endecott and 


Symon Whetcomb, and of others whom 


Confirmation of they have aſſociated unto them, Have, for 


the ſaid laſt re- 
cited grant by 
the King, 


divers good cauſes and conſiderations us mov- 
ing, granted and- confirmed, and by theſe 
preſents of our eſpeciall grace, certain Know- 
ledge, and meere motion do grant and 
confirm unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, 
Sir John Younge, Thomas Southcott, John 


Humfrey, John Endecott, and Simon Whet- 


combe, and to their aſſociates hereafter named 
(videlicet) Sir Richard Saltonſtall Knt. Iſaac 
| Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Mat- 
thew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe 
Nowell, Richard Parey, Richard Belling- 
ham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, 


Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas 


Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, Tho- 


mas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William 


Pinchon, and George Foxcroft their heirs 
and aſſignes, all the laid part of New Eng- 
land in America, lyeing and extending be- 


tweene the bounds and limits in the ſaid 


' recited 


Thomas South- 
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recited indenture expreſſed, and all lands 
and grounds, place and places, ſoyles, wood 
and wood grounds, havens, ports, rivers, 
waters, mines, mineralls, juriſdictions, rights, 
royalties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, 
priviledges, franchiſes, preheminences, here- 
ditaments and commodities - whatſoever to 
them the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John 
Vounge, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, 
John Endecott and Simon Whetcombe, their 
beirs and aſſignes, and to their aſſociates by 
the ſaid recited indenture given, granted, bar- 
gained, ſould, enfeoffed, aliened, and con- 
W firmed, or mentioned, or intended thereby 
to be given, granted, bargained; ſould, en- 
feoffed, aliened, and confirmed. To have 
and to hould the ſaid part of New- England 
in America and other the premiſſes hereby 
mentioned to be granted and confirmed and 
every part or parcell thereof with the ap- 


* 


nn eee 


purtenances unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſe- 
well, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Salton- 
ſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, 
John Endecott, Symon: Whetcombe, Iſaac 
Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Mat- 
thew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe 
Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Belling- 
ham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, 
| Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas 
Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, 
Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, Wil- 


eee wwe + 9 ee e @CÞD -- 


heirs and aſſignes for ever, to their only 

| proper and abſolute uſe and behoof for ever- 
more. To be houlden of us our heirs and 
ſucceſſours as of our mannor of Eaſt Green- 


* VS * 9 * 6 ''% 


liam Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, their 


Habendum. 


Tenure, 


Grant of the 
ſame tract of 
Land to the 
ſame perſons by 
the King him- 
ſelf. 


* 
F+ *. 
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wich aforeſaid in free and common ſoccage, 


and not in Capite nor by knights ſervice, 


and alſo yielding and paying therefore to us 


our heirs and ſucceſſours the fifth part only 


of all oare of gould and ſilver, which from 
time to time and at all times hereafter ' ſhall 
be there gotten, had or obtained, for all ſer- 


vices, | exactions and demands whatſoever, 
according 'to the tenure and reſervation in 


the ſaid recited FANNIE ge cough fit 


And further Know ye that of our more 
eſpeciall. grace, certain knowledge and meere 
motion, we have given and granted, and by 


_ theſe preſents do, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſ- 


ſors give and grant unto the ſaid Sir Henry 
Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Sal- 
tonſtall, 'T homas Southcott, : John Humfrey, 
John Endecott, Simon 'Whetcombe, Iſaac 
Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Mat- 


thew. Craddock, George {Hurwood; Increaſe 


Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, 
Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theo- 
philus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas A- 
dams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, Tho- 
mas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William Pin- 
chon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs and 
aſſignes, all that part of New England in 


America which lies and extends between a 


great river there commonly called Monomack 
river, alias Merrymack river, and a certain 


other river there called Charles river, being in 


the bottom of a certain bay there commonly 
called Maſſachuſets, alias Mattachuſets, alias 
Maſſatuſeis bay, and alſo all and ſingular 


thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever 


lying within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles 
9g 
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11 
8 
Charles river, or of any or every part there- 
of, and alſo all and ſingular. the lands, and 
hereditaments - whatſoever: lyeing and being 
within the ſpace of three Kail miles to the 


| fouthward of the ſouthermoft part of the faid 


bay called Maſſachuſetts, alias Mattachuſetts, 
alias Maſſatuſets bay. And alſo all thoſe 
lands and. hereditaments whatſoever which lye 
and be within the ſpace of three Engliſn miles 
to the northward of the ſaid river called Mo- 
nomack alias Merrymack, or to the north- 
ward of any and every part thereof, and all 
lands and hereditaments whatforever lyeing 
within the limits aforeſaid north and leutz 
in latitude and breadth, and in length and 
longitude of and within all the breadth afore- 
faid throughout the maine lands there from 
the Atlantick and weſtern ſea and ocean on 
the eaſt part to the ſouth ſea on the weſt 
parte, and all lands and grounds, place and 
places, ſoyles, wood and wood grounds, ha- 
vens, ports, rivers, waters and hereditaments 
whatſoever lyeing within the ſaid bounds and 
limits and every part and parcel thereof, 
and alſo all iſlands in America aforeſaid in the 
{aid ſeas or either of them on the weſtern or 
eaſtern coaſtes or partes of the ſaid tracts 
of lands hereby mentioned to be given or 


granted or any. of them, and all mines and. 


mineralls as well royall mines of gould and 
ſilver as other mines and bs: e whatſo- 
ever, in the ſaid lands and premiſſes or any 
part thereof, and free liberty of fiſhing in 
or within any the rivers or waters witkin the 


bounds and limits aforeſaid and the ſeas 
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Aviennto' adjoining, and all fiſhes, royal 


fſhes, whales, balan, ſturgeon, and Other 
filhes of what kind or nature ſoever that 


mall at an time hereafter be taken in or 


within the faid ſeas or waters or any of them, 
by the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John 

ounge, © Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas 
Southcatt, John Humfrey, John Endecott, 
Symon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel 
Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, 
George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright; 


Samuel Vaſfall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas 


Goffe, Thothas Adams, John Browne, Sa- 


muel Browne, Thomas Hutchins,” William 
Vaſſall, William Pinchon, and George Fox- 


croft their heirs and aſſignes, or by any 
other perſon or perſons whatſoever' there in- 


habiting, by them, or any of them, appointed 
to fiſh og Provided always that, if the 


ſaid lands, iſlands, or any other the premiſſes 
herein before mentioned, and by theſe pre- 
ſents intended and meant to be granted, were 
at the time of the granting of the ſaid former 
letters patents dated the third day of Novem- 


. ber, in the eighteenth yeare of our faid 
deare fathers 'reigne aforeſaid, actually poſ- 


ſeſſed or inhabited, by any other chriſtian 


rus or ſtate, or were within the bounds, 


mits, or territories of that ſoutherne colonie 


then before granted by our ſaid late father 


to be planted by divers of his loveing ſub- 
jects in the "ſouth parts of America, that 


then this preſent grant ſhall not extend to 


any ſuch parts or parcells thereof, ſo for- 
merly inhabited or lying within the bounds 
of 
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x of the ſouthern” plantation as aforeſaid; - but 
: 2 to thoſe. parts or parcells ſo poſſeſſed or 
9 | inhabited by ſuch chriſtian prince or ſtate, or 
| being within the bounds aforeſaid; ſhall be 
n MW utterly voide; theſe. preſents or any thing 
1 therein contained to the contrary notwith- 


ſtanding: To have and to hould, poſſeſs Habendum; 
and enjoy the ſaid parts of New- England in 
America, which lye, extend and are abutted 
as aforeſaid and every part and parcell there- 
of, and all the iſlands, rivers, ports, havens; 
= watets, fiſhings, fiſhes, mines, minerals, ju- 
W rifdictions, franchiſes, royalties, liberties, pri- 
viledges, commodities and premiſſes what- 
ſoever, with the appurtenances unto the ſaid 
Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Sir 
Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas Southcott, John © 
= Humfrey; John Endecott, Symon Whet- 
= combe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, 
= John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Har- 
wood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, Rich- 
ard Bellingham, Nathaniell Wright, Samuel 
Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, 
Thomas Adams, Iðhn Browne, Samuel Browne, 
Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William 
Pinchon and George Foxcroft, their heirs and 
aſſignes forever, to the only proper and ab- 
ſolute uſe and behoofe of the ſaid Sir Henry - 
Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Sal- 
tonſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, 
John Endecott, Symon Whetcombe, -. Iſaac 
Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Mat- 
thew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe 
Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Belling- 
ham, Nathaniell Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, 
Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas. 
Bat E4 Adams, 
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E 5x1 
Adams John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thos 
mas Hutchins,' William Vaſſall, William Pin- 

chon, and George Foxcrofte, their heirs and 
Tenure, aſſigns forevermore. To be houlden of us, 
our heires and ſucceſſours, as our mannor of 
Eaſt Greenwich in the county of Kent within 

our realme of England, in free and common 
ſoccage, and not in Capite, nor by knights 
Rent. ſervice, and alſo yeelding and paying there- 
fore to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors the fifth 

part only of all oare of gould and ſilver 
which from time to time and at all times 
hereafter ſhall be there gotten, had or ob- 
tained, for all ſervices, exactions and de- 
mands whatſoever. Provided alwayes and 
our expreſſe will and meaneing is, that onely 
one fifth part of the gould and ſilver oare 
above mentioned in the whole, and no more, 

be reſerved or payeable unto us, our heirs 
and ſueceſſours, by colour or vertue of theſe 
preſents, the double reſervations or recitals 
aforeſaid, or any thing therein ne not- 

\ wickRtanding, | SH 4 "pep fart ne, * 
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/ Meceffity of And fr as Much as the 2-42? __ Pipette 
good do che fue. Ous ſucceſſe of the plantation of the ſaid parts 
ceſs of thein- of New- England aforeſaid intended by the 
tion. " fai& Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, 
Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas Southcott, 
gi John Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon Whet- 
combe, ,: Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderley, 
John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Har- 
wood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, Rich- 
ard Bellingham, Nathaniel] Wright, Samuel 
Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, 
Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel 
8 Browne, 
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Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſal, 

William Pinchon,. and George Foxcroft, ta 

be ſpeedily ſett upon, cannot but chiefely 
depend, next under the bleſſing of Al- 

mighty God and the ſupport of our royall 
authority, upon the good government of the ** ala 
W ſame, to the end that the affairs and bu- | 
ſineſſes which from time to time ſhall happen 

rand ariſe concerning the ſaid lands and the 

= plantation of the ſame, may be the better 
managed and ordered, We have further Incorporation of 


| ir : | ; _ the Gramtees of / 
hereby of our eſpeciall grace, certain know- the Gramees 


= icdge and meere motion, given, granted 
= and confirmed, and for us, our heires and 
ſucceſſours, do give, grant and confirm. 
= unto our ſaid truſtie and well- beloved ſub- 
jects Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, - 
Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas Southcott, 
John Humfrey, ' John Endecott, Symon . 8 
Whetcomb, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alder- 

ſey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George 

Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, 

Richard Bellingham, Nathaniell Wright, 

Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas 

Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, Sa- 

muel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 

Vaſſall, William Pinchon and George Fox- 

croft, and for us, our heires and ſucceſſours, 

wee will and ordaine, That the ſaid Sir 

Henry Roſewell, Sir John Lounge, Sir 

Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas Southcott, John 

Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon Whet- 

combe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John 

Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, 

Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard 
Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel 1771 
OS ; ; a 1 Aa 3 
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feli, Theophitis Eaton; Thanias Golfer 

Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel 

Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſ- 

ſall, William Pinchon, and George Fox- 

croft, and all ſuch others as ſhall hereafter 

be admitted and made free of the companie 

and ſociety hereafter mentioned fhall from 

time to time and at all times forever here- 

after be by virtue of theſe preſents one body 

| corporate politique in fact and name, by 

Name of the the name of the Governor and Companie af 
Curporation® tbe Maſſachuſetts Bay in New England : And 
them by the name of the Governor and 

Companie of. the Maſſachuſetts Bay in Ne- 

Angland, one body politique and corporate 

in deed, fact, and name, wee doe, for us; 

our heirs, and ſucceſſors, make, ordaine, con- 

ſtitute, and confirme by theſe preſents; and 
Perpetual Suc- that by that name they ſhall have perpetuall 
ceſlon. ſucceſſion; and that by the ſame name they 
and their ſucceſſors ſhall and may be capable 

Capacity to plead and enabled, as well to impleade and to be 
and be imflead- impleaded, and to proſecute, demand, and 
s anſwer, and be anſwered-unto, in all and ſin- 
ular ſuites, cauſes, quarrells, and actions of 

Capacity to pur- What kind and nature ſoever; and alſo to have, 
225 take, poſſeſſe, acquire, and purchaſe any lands, 
| grant or fell tenements, or hereditaments, or any goods 
chem. or chattells, the ſame to leaſe, grant, demiſe, 
alien, bargain, ſell, and diſpoſe of, as other 

our leige people of this ouf realme of Eng- 

land, or any other corporation or body poli- 

tique of the ſame, may lawfully doe. And 

further that the ſaid Governor and Companie 

and their ſucceſſors may have forever one 

Common Seal, common ſeale to be uſed in all cauſes and. 

- | occaſions 
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1 756 1 5 
occaſions of the ſaid Companie, und the ſame 
ſeale may alter, change, break and new make 
from time to time at their pleaſures. 
And our will and pleaſure; is, and we do 
hereby, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, or- 
daine and grant, that from henceforth for 
ever there ſhall be one Governor, one de- 
puty Governor, and eighteen Aſſiſtants 
ef the ſame Companie to be from time to 
time conſtituted elected and choſen out of 
the freemen of the ſaid Companie for the 
time beinge, in ſuch manner and forme as 
hereafter in theſe preſents is expreſſed. Which 
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care for the beſt diſpoſing and ordering of the 
generall buſineſs and affairs of for and con- 


mentioned to be granted, and the plantation 


And for the better execution of our royall 
pleaſure and grant in this behalfe, we do 
by theſe preſents, for us, our heires, and 
ſucceſſors, nominate, ordaine, make, and con- 
ſtitute our well beloved the ſaid Matthew 
Craddock, to be the firſt and preſent Gover- 
nor of the ſaid Companie, and the ſaid Tho- 
mas Goffe to be deputy Governor of the ſaid 
Companie, and the ſaid Sir Richard Salton- 
Rall, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John 
Ven, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon 
Wheteombe, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, 
Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theo- 
Philus Eaton, Thomas Adams, Thomas 
Hutchins, John Browne, George Foxcroft, 
N85 : 2 William 
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faid officers ſhall apply themſelves to take, Put. 


cerning the ſaid lands and premiſſes hereby 
thereof and the government of the people there. 


The Govern- 
ment of the ſaid 
Corporation. 


A Governor 
and eighhteen 
Aſſiſtants 


Their Power 


2 


Nomination of 
the firſt Gover- 
nour and Aſ- 
ſiſtants. 


(6 1 


William Vaſfall, and William Pinchon to be 
the preſent Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Companie, 
to continue in the ſaid ſeveral offices reſpec- 

tively for ſuch time and in ſuch manner as in 


and by theſe ee is * 0 e 
and n 


power to aſ- 
_ &mble the ſais 


And fanher-m we u will 50 by theſe. preſents; 
foe us our heires and ſucceſſors: do ordaine and 


E grant that the Governor of the ſaid Compa- 


nie for the time being, or in his abſence, by 
occaſion of ſickneſs or otherwiſe, the deputy 
Governor for the time being ſhall have autho- 


. rity from time to time upon all occaſions to 


Monthly Courts, 
er Aſſemblies, 
of the Gover- 
nour and Aſſiſ- 
tants, 


give order for the aſſembling of the.ſaid Com- 
panie, and calling. them together to conſuls 


and adviſe of the vulincls and ures of the 
Tad Coops: tid 84 85 


And that the: FEE) * Moc vt HE Goveri 
nbr and Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Companie for 
the time being ſhall or may once every month 
or oftner at their pleaſures aſſemble and hould 
and keep a court or aſſembly of themſelves for 
the better ordering and directing of their 


affairs. And that any ſeven or more perſons 


Four general 
Courts of the 
faid Company in 
a Year, 


of the Aſſiſtants. 8 with the. Governor 
or deputy Governor ſo aſſembled ſhall be 
ſaid, taken, held, and reputed to be, and 
ſhall be a full and ſufficient court or aſſembly 
of the ſaid Companie, for the handling, or- 


dering and diſpatching of all ſuch; buſineſſes 
and occurrents, as ſhall: from time to time 


happen, touching or concerning the faid Com- 
panie or plantation. And that there ſhall or 
ay be held and kept by the Governor or 

1 * 


THY 2 
deputy Governor of the ſaid Companio, 
2 a or more of the ſaid —— 
for the time being upon every laſt Wed- 
neſday in Hillary, Eaſter, Trinity and Mi- 
chaelmas Termes reſpectively for ever, one 
great generall and ſolemn aſſembly, which 
four general Aſſemblies ſhall be ſtyled and 
called the foure greate and generall courts © | 
of the ſaid Company : In all or any of whick 
ſaid greate and generall courts ſo aſſembled, 
We do, for us, our heires and ſucceſſours, 
give and grant to the ſaid Governour and 
Companie and theire ſucceſſours, that the 
Governour, or in his abſence the deputy 
Governour, of the ſaid Companie for the time 
being, and ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and freemen 
of the ſaid Companie as ſhall be preſent or 
the greater number of them ſo aſſembled, 
whereof the Governour or deputy Governour 
and fix of the Affiſtants at the leaſt to be ® 
| ſeven, ſhall have full power and authority to Power to cle 
chooſe, nominate and appoint ſuch and ſo Cena 
many others as they ſhall thinke fitt, and 2 
that ſhall be willing to accept the ſame, to 
be free of the ſaid Company and Body, and 
them into the ſame to admit: And to elect ste ea 4. 
and conſtitute ſuch officers as they ſhall fame, 
| thinke fitt and requiſite for the ordering, 
managing and diſpatching of the affaires of 
the ſaid Governor and Companie and theire 
ſucceſſours: And to make laws and or- and to make 
dinances for the good and welfare of the i»: —* _ 
faid Companie, and for the government fame. 
and ordering of the ſaid lands and plan- 
tation, and the people inhabiteing and to 
inhabite the ſame, as to them from time to 
| x by thine | | 


* 


The Governor | 
and deputy Go- 


vernor, and Aſ- 
fiftants, ſhall be 


choſen every 


year at Eafter, 


Manner of 

ſu lying vas 

. 3 25 10 the 
offices of the 
ſaid Company, 
occaſioned by 
deaths or re- 
movals. | 


Power given to 
the Company 
to remove their 
officers for miſ- 
behaviour. 


1 78 3 
time ſhall be thought meete. So as ſuch 
lawes and ordinances be not contrary or re- 
pugnant to the laws and ſtatutes of this our 
realme of Dean „ 


And our will and leaſure is, and we do 
hereby for us, our heires and ſucceſſours, 
eſtabliſh and ordaine, That yearely once in 
the yeare forever hereafter, namely the laſt 
Wedneſday in Eaſter terme yearely, the Go- 
vernour, deputy Governour and Aſſiſtants of 


the ſaid Companie, and all other ny 


the ſaid Companie ſhall be in the 
court, or aſſemblie, to be held for that 58 


or time, newly choſen for the yeare inſue- 


ing by ſuch greater part of the ſaid Com- 
panie for the time being, then and thers 
preſent, as is aforeſaid. | 


And if it ſhall 3 oh preſent Gos 


vernour, deputy Governour and Aſſiſtants 
by theſe preſents appointed, or ſuch as ſhall 


hereafter ' be newly choſen into their rooms, 


or any of them or any other of the officers. 


to be appointed for the ſaid Companie, ta 
dye, or to be removed -from his or their 
ſeverall offices or places before the ſaid gener- 
all day of election (whom we do hereby de- 
clare for any miſdemeanor or defect to be 
removeable by the Governor, deputy Go- 
vernor, Aſſiſtants and Companie, or ſuch 
greater part of them in any of the publick 
courts to be aſſembled as is aforeſaid) that 
then and in every ſuch caſe it ſhall and may 
be lawfull to and for the Governour, de- 
puty Governour, Aſſiſtants, and Companie 

aforeſaid, 
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| aforeſaid, or ſuch greater part of them, f@ 


to be aſſembled as is aforeſaid, in any of 


their aſſomblies to proceed to a new election 
of one or more others of their Companie 


in the room or place, rooms or places of 


ſuch officer or officers ſo dyeing or remov- 


ed, according to their diſcretions. And im- 
mediately upon and after ſuch election and 


elections made of ſuch Governour, deputy 


Governour, Aſſiſtant or Aſſiſtants or any 
other officer of the ſaid Companie in man- 


ner and forme aforeſaid, the authority, of- 


fice, and power before given to the former 
Governour, deputy Governour, or other offi- 
cer, and officers ſo removed, in whoſe ſtead 
and place new ſhall: be ſo choſen, ſhall as to 
him and them and. every of them ceaſe and 
determine. 410-4 


Provided alſo, and our will and pleaſure 
is that as well ſuch as are by theſe preſents 
appointed to be the preſent Governour, de- 
puty Governour and Aſſiſtants of the ſaid 
Companie, as thoſe that ſhall ſucceed them, 
and all other officers to be appointed and 
choſen as aforeſaid ſhall, before they undertake 
the execution of their ſaid offices and places 
reſpectively, take their corporall oathes for 
their due and faithfull performance of their 
duties in their ſeveral offices and places, be- 
fore ſuch perſon or perſons as are by theſe 
preſents hereunder appointed to take and 
receive the ſame, that is to ſay, the ſaid 
Matthew Craddock, who is hereby nominated 
and appointed. the preſent, Governour of the 
the ſaid Companie, ſhall take the ſaid oathes 

„ EAA na before 


The officers of 


the Company 
ſhall take an 


Oath of office, 


i 1 80 3 
before one or more of the Maſters of our 


court of chancery for the time being, un- 


to which Maſter or Maſters of the Chancery 


we do by theſe preſents give full power and 


authority to take and adminiſter the ſaid 
oath to the ſaid Governour accordingly. 


And after the ſaid Governour ſhall be. ſo 


ſworne, then the ſaid Deputy Governour and 
Aſſiſtants before by theſe preſents nominated 


and appointed ſhall take the ſaid ſeveral. 


oathes, to their offices and places reſpec- 
tively belonging, before the ſaid Matthew 
Craddock the preſent Governour ſo ſworne 
as aforeſaid, And every ſuch perſon as ſhall 
at the time of the annuall election, or other- 
wiſe upon Death or removall, be appoint- 


ed to be the new Governour of the ſaid 


Companie, ſhall take the oathes to that place 


belonging before the deputy Governour or 


two of the Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Companie 
at the leaſt for the time being. And the 


new elected Deputy-Gavernour and Aſſiſtants, 
and all other officers to be hereafter choſen _ 


as aforeſaid from time to time ſhall take 
the oathes to their places reſpectively be- 
Jonging before the Governour of the ſaid 
Companie for the time being. Unto which 
faid — Deputy-Governour, and Aſ- 
ſiſtants, we do by theſe preſents give full 
power and authority to give and adminif- 
ter the ſaid oathes reſpectively, according 
to the true meaning herein before declared, 
without any commiſſion or further warrant 
to be had and obtained of us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors in that behalfe. 1 


And 


fr 84 7 

And we do further of our eſpeciall grace; Power to6 nry 
certain knowledge; and meere motion, for 3 
us, our heires, and ſueceſſdurs, give and perions as are 
grant to the ſaĩd Governour and Companie . 
and their ſuteeſſours for ever hy theſe pre- . cattle, 
ſents, that it ſhall be lawfull and free for things necer- 
them and their aſſignes at all and every time bade theis 
and times hereafter, out of any of our realmes 83 
and dominions whatſoever, to take, leade, 
carry, and tranſport for, in, and into their 
voyages, and for and towards the ſaid plan- 
tation in New England, all ſuch and ſo many 
of our loving ſubjects or any other ſtrang- 
ers that will become our loving ſubjects 
and live under our allegiance, as ſhall wil- 
lingly accompany them in the ſame voyages 
and plantation, and alſo ſnhipping, armour, 
weapons, ordinance, ammunition, powder, 
ſhott, corne, victuals, and all manner of 
clothing, implements, furniture, beaſts, cat- 
tle, horſes, mares, merchandizes, and all 
other things neceſſary for the ſaid planta- 
tion, and for their uſe and defence, and 
for trade with the people there, and in paſſ- 
ing and returning to and fro, any law or 
ſtatute to the contrary hereof in any wiſe 75 
notwithſtanding, and without paying or 1 
yeelding any cuſtome or ſubſidie, either in- the payment of 
ward or outward, to us, our heires or ſuc- gde in England 
ceſſours, for the ſame, by the ſpace of ſeven , for ſeven years, 
yeares from the day of the date of theſe 
prefents. Proyided that none of the faid 
perſons be ſuch as ſhall be hereafter by 
ſpeciall name reſtrained by us, our heires 
or ſucceſſours. | 
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1 And for theire further incouragement, 
. 5 of our eſpecial grace and favour, we do by 
theſe preſents for us, our heires, and ſuc- 
ceſſours, yeeld and grant to the ſaid Gover- 
nor and Companie and theire ſucceſſours and 
every of them, their factors and aſſignes, 
| „„ they and every of them ſhall be free and 
Exemption from quitt from all taxes, ſubſidies and cuſtomes 
bm. in Neu. in New-England for the like ſpace of ſeven 
England for years *, and from all taxes and impoſitions 
and from all du- for the ſpace of twenty and one yeares 
age erben upon all goods and merchandiſes at any | 
tation of goods, time or times hereafter, either upon im- 
Sem. abn. Portation thither, or exportation from thence, 
goods imported into our realme of England, or into any 
into Abenden. Other of our dominions, by the ſaid Go- 
nioas of che vernour and Companie and theire ſucceſſ- 
. ours, their deputies, factors and aſſignes, or 
| twenty one any of them, except only the five pounds 
9 8 85 per centum due for cuſtome upon all ſuch 
goods and merchandiſes, as after the ſaid: 
ſeven yeares ſhall be expired ſhall be brought 
or imported into our realme of England, or 
any 


— 


2 e a 4a ac d kein as 3 8 i 
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* King James's firſt Charter lays. a Tax of 22 
per Cent. upon Subjects and 5 per Cent. upon Aliens 
on all Merchandiſe bought, and all ſold within the 

ſaid Province. This Tax is to be applied to the uſe of 
the Company for the firſt twenty-one years, and then 
to the uſe of the King and his heirs and ſucceſſors. In 
a ſecond Charter of James I. dated May 23, 1609, 
this Tax is doubled to 5 per Cent. upon goods fold, and 
5 per Cent. on goods bought in the Province, and 
10 per Cent. on Strangers over and above ſuch ſubſidy. 
and cuſtom as the faid Treaſurer and Company, or their 
ſucceſſors is or hereafter ſhall be to pay. 2. Could 
any grant a Subſidy but the Parliament? | 


any other of our dominions, according to 


J ; * R 8 
. 7 77 » 
* * 
* [ $3 2 1 * 
? . . $ * 


* 

7 the ancient trade of merchants: which five 

. pounds per .centum 2 being paid, it 

0 ſhall be thenceforth lawfull and free for 

5 the ſaid adventurers the ſame goods and 
merchandizes to export and carry out of ou. 
ſaid dominions into forreine parts, without Liberty of re. ex 
any cuſtome, taxe or other duty to be paid — , = 15 


to us, our heires or ſucceſſours, or to any reign parts, 
other officers or miniſters of us, our heires 

and ſucceſſours. Provided that the ſaid 

goods and merchandizes be ſhipped out - 
within thirteen months after their firſt | 
landing within any part of the faid do- 

minions, . 
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And we do for us, our heires and ſuc- Proviſoe 
deſſours, give and grant unto the ſaid Go- 

, vernour and Companie and their ſucceſſours, 

= that whenſoever, or ſo often as any cuſtome 

L or ſubſidie ſhall grow due or payable unto 

us, our heires or ſucceſſours, according ta 

; the limitation and appointment aforeſaid, 
by reaſon of any goods, wares or merchan- 
diſes to be ſhipped out, or any return to 
be made of any goods, wares or merchan- 
diſes, unto or from the ſaid parts of New- 
England hereby mentioned to be granted as 
aforeſaid, or any the lands and territories 
aforeſaid, that then and ſo often and in | 
ſuch caſe the farmers, cuſtomers, and of- sis months time 
ficers of our cuſtoms of England and Ire- fa pe awoned 
land, and every of them for the time being, ment of one half 
upon requeſt made to them by the ſaid d 1 _ 
Governour and Company or their ſucceſſ- 
ours, factors, or aſſignes, and upon conve- 

. nient 


55 


Proviſion againft 


a fraudulent ex- 
portation of 
goods to foreign 
Countries, nnder 
a pretence of 
carrying them to 


Warrant to the 
Officers of the 
Exchequer and 
Cuſtoms to allow 
to the ſaid Com- 
pany the exemp- 
tions above men- 
tioned. 


e 


l 8 J 
Nient ſecurity to be given in that behalfe, 
ſhall give and allowe unto the ſaid Gover- 
nour and Companie and their ſucceſſors, and 
to all and every perſon and perſons free of 
chat Companie as aforeſaid, fix months time 
for the payment of the one halfe of all 
ſuch cuſtome and ſubſidie as ſhall be pay- 
able unto us, our heires and ſucceſſours, 
for the ſame, for which theſe our letters 
patents, or the duplicate or the inrollinent 
thereof, ſhall be unto our faid officers a 
ſufficient warrant and diſcharge. Neverthe- 
leſs, our will and pleaſure is, that any of 
the ſaid goods, wares . and merchandiſes 
which be or ſhall be at any time hereafs 
ter landed or exported out of any of our 
realmes aforeſaid, and ſhall be ſhipped'with 
a purpoſe not to be carried to the parts 
of New-England aforeſaid, but to fome 
orher place, that then ſuch ayment, dutie, 
cuſtome, impoſition, or forfeiture ſhall be 
paid or belong to us, our heires and ſuc- 
ceffors, for the ſaid goods, wares and mer- 
chandiſe ſo fraudulently ſought to be tran- 
{ported, as if this our grant had not been 
1 8 or ane 


Pd 


And wee do further will we * theſe 
proſnts for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 

rmely enjoine and commande as well 
the Treaſurer, Chancellor, and Barons of 
the Exchequer of us, our heires and fuc- 
ceſſors, as alfo all and ſingular the - cul- 
tomers, farmers, and colle&ors of the cuſ- 
tomes, ſubſidies and impoſts, and other the 
officers and miniſters of us, our heires and 
ſucceſſors, 


- * 2 * on. 


£ 


n 
ſucceſſors, whatſoever for the time being, 
that they and every of them, upon the 
ſhewing forth unto them of theſe letters 

patents, or the duplicate or exemplifica- 

tion of the ſame, without any other writt 
or warrant whatſoever from us, our heires 
or ſucceſſors, to be obtained or ſued forth, 
do and ſhall make full, whole, entire and 
due allowance and cleare diſcharge - unto 
the ſaid Governour and Companie and theire 
ſucceſſors, of all cuſtoms, ſubſidies, impo- 
ſitions, taxes, and duties whatſoever that 
ſhall or may be claymed by us, our heires 
and ſucceſſors, of or from the ſaid Gover- 
nour and Companie and their ſucceſſors, 
for or by reaſon of the ſaid goods, chat- 
tels, wares, merchandiſes and premiſes, to 
be exported out of our ſaid dominions, 
or any of them, into any part of the ſaid 
lands or premiſes hereby mentioned to be 
given, granted and confirmed, or for, or by 
reaſon of, any of the ſaid goods, chattels, 
wares, or merchandiſes to be imported from 
the ſaid lands and premiſes hereby men- 
tioned to be given, granted and confirmed, 
into any of our ſaid dominions, or any part 
thereof, as aforeſaid, excepting only the ſaid 
five pounds per centum hereby feſerved and 
Payable after the expiration of the ſaid terme 
of ſeven years as aforeſaid and not before. 
And theſe our letters patents, or the inroll- 
ment, duplicate, -or exemplification of the 

{ame ſhall for ever hereafter from time to 
time, as well to the Treaſurer, Chancellor 
and Barons of the Exchequer of us, our 
heires, and ſucceſſors, as to all and ſingu- 
„ lar 
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Perſons that 

ſhall be born in 
the lands hereby 
granted ſhall be 
conſidered as na- 
tural- born ſub- 


Jets. f 


Power to admi- 
nĩſter the Oaths 
of Allegiance and 
Supremacy to 
the perſons who 


Mall hereafter : 


ſettle in the 
lands hereby 


granted. 


CL] 
lar the cuſtomers, Farmors and Collectors | 
of the cuſtoms, ſubſidies, and impoſts, 


us, our heires, and ſucceſſors, and all ſearch- 


ers and other the officers and miniſters 


whatſoever of us, our heires, and ſucceſ- 
ors, for the time being, be a ſufficient war- 
rant un: n in this behalfe. 


And further our will and pleaſure is, 
and we doe hereby for us, our heires and 
ſucceſſors, ordaine, declare and grant to 
the ſaid Governour and Companie and theire 
ſucceſſors, That all and every the ſubjects 
of us our heires or ſucceſſors, which ſhall 
goe to and ifihabite within the ſaid lands 
and premiſſes hereby mentioned to be granted, 
and every of theire children which ſhall hap- 
pen to be borne there, or on the ſeas in 


going thither or returning from thence, 
ſhall have and enjoy all liberties and immu- 


nities of free and naturall ſubjects within 
any of the dominions * of us, our heires or 


ſucceſſors, to all intents, conſtructions. and 


purpoſes whatſoever, as if they and every of 


them were borne within the realme of Eng- 
land. And that the Governour and De- 
puty-Governour of the ſaid Companie for 
the time being, or either of them, and any 
(wo; er mb of ſuch of the ſaid Aſſiſts 


ants 


* 


5 > Im the original 1 5 of 80 . che mk are ; 
Shall have and injoy all Liberties, Franchiſes and Im- 
munities within any of our other Dominions, to all in- 
tents and purpoſes, as if they had been abiding and 


born within our -Realm of — or other of | F 
Our r ſaid Dominions. 8 . 


Cl 27 1 
ants as ſhall be thereunto appointed by the 
faid Governour and Companie, at any of 
their courts or aſſemblies to be held as 
aforeſaid, ſhall and may at all tymes, and 
from tyme to tyme, hereafter have full power 


and authority to adminiſter and give the 


oath and oaths of ſupremacie and allegiance, 
or either of them, to all and every perſon 
and perſons which ſhall at any tyme, or 
tymes, hereafter goe or paſſe to the lands 
and premiſſes hereby mentioned to be unt 
ed, to inhabite in the ſame, 


And wee do of our furches grace, cer- 
taine knowledge and meere motion give and 
grant to the faid Governour and Companie 
and their ſucceſſors, that it ſhall and may 
be lawfull to and for the Governour or De- 
puty-Governour and ſuch of the Aſſiſtants 
and Freemen of the ſaid Company for the 
tyme being as ſhall be aſſembled in any of 
their generall courts aforeſaid, or in any other 
courts to be ſpecially ſummoned and aſ- 
ſembled for that purpoſe, or the greater 
part of them (whereof the Governour or 
Deputy-Governour and ſixe of the Aſſiſtants 
to be always ſeven) from tyme to tyme to 
make, ordaine, and eftabliſh all manner of 
wholeſome and reaſonable orders, laws, ſta- 
rutes and ordinances, directions and inſtruc- 


tions not contrary to the lawes of this our 


realme of England, as well for the ſettling 
of the formes and ceremonies of govern- 
ment and magiſtracie fitt and neceſſary for 
the ſaid plantation and the inhabitants there, 


and for nameing and ſtyling of all ſorts of 
F 4 _ officers 


Power to make 
laws and ordi- 
nances not con- 
trary to the laws 
of England. 
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an foch hee, 


writing under 
the common ſeal 
of the Company, 
Mall be obſerved 
and executed. 
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1. 88: J. 
officers botli ſuperior and '» infefiour which 
they ſhall find needful for that government 
and plantation, and the' diſtinguiſhing and 
ſetting forth of the ſeverall duties, powers, 
and limits of every ſuch office and place, 
and the formes of ſuch oathes warrantable 
by the lawes and ſtatutes of this our realme 
of England, as ſhall be reſpectively miniſtred 
unto them; for the execution of the ſaid 
- ſeveral offices and places, as alſo for the 
diſpoſing: and ordering of the elections of 
ſuch of the ſaid — as hall be annuall, 
and of ſuch others as ſhall be to ſucceed in 
| caſe of death or removall, and miniſtring 
the ſaid oathes to the new elected officers; 
and for impoſition of lawfull fynes, mules, 
impriſonment, or other lawfull correction, 
according to the courſe of other Corpora- 
tions in this our realme of England, _ 
for: the. directing, ruleing and di iſpoſeing of 
all other matters and things whereby our 
ſaid people inhabiting there may be ſo re- 
ligioufly, peaceably and civilly governed, as 
theire good life and orderly conyerſation 
may winne and invite the natives of that 
country to the knowledge and obedience of 
the onely true God and Saviour of mankind; 
and the chriſtian | faith, which in our royall 
intention and the adventurers free -profeſ- 
ſion is the principal end of this plantation. 
Willing, commanding and requiring, and 
by theſe preſents for us, our heires and ſuc- 
ceſſors, ordaineing and appointing, that all 
ſuch orders, lawes, ſtatutes and ordinances; 
inſtructions and directions as ſhall be made 
by” the Governour or Deputy -· Governour * 

5 0 - 
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1 89 J 
the ſaid Company and ſuch of the Aſſiſtanta 
and Freemen as aforeſaid, and publiſhed in 
writing under theire common ſeale, ſhall be 
carefully and duely obſerved, kept, per- 
formed and putt in execution according to 
the true intent and meaneing of the ſame. 
And theſe our letters patents, or the dupli - 
cate, or exemplification, thereof, ſhall be to 
all and every ſuch officers, ſuperiour and infe- 
riour, from tyme to tyme, for the putting of 
the ſame orders, lawes, ſtatutes and ordi- 
nances, inſtructions and directions in due 
execution, againſt us, our heires and ſuc- 
cCeſſors, a ſufficient warrant and diſcharge. 


* 


And wee doe further, for us, our heirs, 
and ſucceſſors, give and grant to the ſaid 
Governor and Companie and their ſucceſ- 
ſors, by theſe preſents, That all and every 
ſuch chiefe commanders, captains, gover- 
nours and other officers and miniſters, as by 
the ſaid orders, lawes, ſtatutes, ordinances, 
inſtructions or directions of the ſaid Gover- 
nour and Companie for the tyme being, 


ON 
The Covern 
and other of- 
ficers im 
by the Company 
in New England 
ſhall govern the 
inhabitants 
thereof accord- 
ing to the ſai}: 


laws, 


ſhall be from tyme to tyme hereafter im- 


ployed either in the government of the ſaid 
inhabitants and plantation, or in the way 
by ſea thither or from thence, according to 
the natures and limits of theire offices and 
Places reſpectively, ſhall from tyme to tyme 
ereafter forever within the precincts and 
pom of New-England hereby mentioned to 
e granted and confirmed, or in the way 
by ſea thither, or from thence, have full 
and abſolute power and authority to correct, 
puniſh, pardon, governe and rule ſuch the 
SR e ſubjects 
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Power to the 
Officers of the 
ſid Company 

teiident in the 
premiſſes hereby 
granted and to 
the other inha- 
bitants of the 
ame, to defend 
themſelves by 
force of arms 


sint invaders. 


1 90 } 
fubjedts of us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, as 
ſhall from tyme to tyme adventure them- 
_ ſelves in any voyage thither or from thence, 
or that ſhall at any tfme hereafter inhabite 
within the precincts and parts of New-Eng- 
land aforeſaid, according to the orders, lawes, 
ordinances, inſtructions and directions afore- 
ſaid, not being repugnant to the laws and 

ſtatutes of our realme of England as aforeſaid. 


And wee do further, for us, our heires 
and ſucceſſors, give and grant to the ſaid Go. 
-vernour and Companie and their ſucceſſors, 
by: theſe preſents,” Thar it ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for the chief commanders, go- 
vernours and officers of the faid companie 
for the tyme being, who ſhall be reſident 
in the ſaid part of New-England in Ame- 
rica by theſe preſents granted, and others 
there inhabiteing, by their appointment and 
direction from tyme to tyme and at all 
tymes hereafter, for their ſpeciall defence 
and ſafety to incounter, repulſe, repel} and 
reſiſt by force of armes, as well by ſea as 
by land, and by all fitting wayes and meanes 
whatſoever, all ſuch perſon and perſons as 
ſhall at any tyme hereafter attempt or en- 
terpriſe the deſtruction, invaſion, detriment 
or annoyance of the ſaid plantation or in- 
habitants: And to take and ſurpriſe by all 
wayes and meanes whatſoever all and every 
ſuch perſon and perſons, with their ſhipps, 
armour, munition and other goods, as ſhall 
an hoſtile manner invade and attempt the de- 
featinge of the ſaid plantation, or the hurt 
of the ſaid Companie and inhabitants. Ne- 
vertheleſs, our will and pleaſure is, and we do 

"IM 2 © hereby 


hereby declare to all Chriſtian Kings, Princes 
and States, That if any perſon or perſons 
which ſhall hereafter be of the ſaid Com- 
panie or plantation, or any other by ly- 


cenſe or appointment of the ſaid Governour 


and Companie for the tyme being, ſhall at 
any tyme or tymes hereafter, robb or ſpoyle 
by ſea or by land, or do any hurt, violence, 


or unlawful hoſtility to any of the ſubjects 


of us, our heires or ſucceſſors, or any of the 
ſubjects of any Prince or State being then 


in league and amity with us, our heires and 


ſucceſſors, and that upon ſuch injury done, 
and upon juſt complaint of ſuch Prince or 
State or theire ſubjects, Wee, our heires, 


or ſucceſſors, ſhall make open proclamation 


within any of the parts within our realme 
of England commodious for that purpoſe, 
that the perſon or perſons having committ» 
ed any ſuch robbery or ſpoyle, ſhall, with- 
in the terme limited by ſuch a proclama- 
tion, make full reſtitution or ſatisfaction 
of all ſuch injuries done, ſo as the ſaid Princes 
or others ſo complaining may hould them- 


ſelves fully fatisfied and contented. And 


that if the ſaid perſon or perſons havin 

committed ſuch robbery or ſpoyle ſhall not 
make, or cauſe to be made, ſatisfaction ac- 
cordingly, within fuch tyme ſo to be ly- 


mited, that then it ſhall be lawfull for us, 


- 


our heires and ſucceſſors, to putt the ſaid 


perſon or perſons out of our allegiance and 


protection; and that it ſhall be lawfull and 


tree for all Princes to proſecute” with hoſ- 
tility the ſaid offenders and every of them, 
theire and every of theire procurers, ay ders, 
abettors and comforters in that behalfe, * 
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Proviſion for 
the caſe of inju - 


ries committed 


by the members 


of the faid Come 
ny againſt 
— of the 
King's ſubjecte, 
or the ſubjecta 
of any other 
Prince or Stute. 
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Feet m- Provided alſo, and our expreſſe will and 
Are pleaſure is, and wee do by theſe preſents for 
Se right of fh. us, our heires and ſueceſſors, ordaine ang 
Vibe denten appoint, that theſe preſents ſhall;nat. in any 
days dae. manner enure, or be taken to abridge, barre 
aig or hinder any of our lovinge ſubjects what- 
ſdoever to uſe and exerciſe the trade of 
lining upon that coaſt of New-England 
in America by theſe preſents mentioned 
to be granted: But that they or any and 
every or any of them ſhall 9 full and 
free power and liberty to continue and uſe 
theire ſaid trade of fiſning upon the ſaid 
coat, in any of the ſeas thereunto adjoine- 
ing, or any, armes of the ſeas or ſalt- water 
rivers where they have beene wont to fiſh, 
and to build and ſet up upon the lands 
by theſe preſents granted ſuch wharfes, 
ſtages, and workhouſes as ſhall be neceſſarx 
* the ſalting, drying, keeping and pack- 
ing up of theire fiſn to be taken or got- 
ten upon that coaſt; and to cut downe and 
take ſuch trees and other materials there 
growing, or being, as ſhall be needfull for 
that purpoſe, and for other neceſſary eaſe- 
ments, helpes and advantage concerning 
theire ſaid trade of fiſhing there, in ſuch 
manner and forme as they have beene here- 
tofore at any tyme accuſtomed to doe, 
without makeing any wilfull waſte or ſpoyle, 
any thing in theſe preſents contained to the 
contrary notwithſtanding, 
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Theſe Letters And we do further for us, our heires and 
. ſucceſſors, ordaine and grant the ſaid Gover- 
. and Companie and their ſucceſſors by 
the Company, theſe preſents, that theſe our letters pa- 

tents 


Aan 
FH 1 


1 


rents ſhall be firme, good, effectual, and notwithſtanding 
available in all things and to all intents and Fas For 1 1b 
conſtructions of lawe, according to our true them, or any 
meaning herein before — and ſhall — 
be conſtrued, reputed, and adjudged in all au, to 
caſes moſt favourably on the behalfe and 7 
for the benefit and behoofe of the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Companie and their ſucceſ- 
ſors; Although expreſſe mention of the 
true yearly value, or certainty, of the pre- 

miſſes, or any of them, or of any other gifts 
or grants, by us or any other of our pro- 

genitors or predeceſſors, to the foreſaid 
 Governour and Companie before this time 
made, in theſe preſents 1s not made, or 
any ſtatute, act, ordinance, proviſion, pro- 
clamation or reſtraint to the contrary thereof 
heretofore had, made, publiſhed, ordained 
or provided, or any other matter, cauſe, or 
thing whatſoever to the contrarie thereof in 
any wiſe notwithſtanding, In witneſs whereof 
we have cauſed theſe our letters to be made 
patent, Witneſs ourſelves at Weſtminſter, 
the fourth day of March in the fourth yeare 


of our reigne. 


This! is a true copy of ſuch let- 
ters patents under the great 
ſeal of England. In teſtimony 
whereof I , Winthrop 4 HER 
vernour of the Maſſachuſetts Lov. 
aforeſaid have cauſed thepub- n 
lick ſeal of the ſame to be here= N 
unto affixed this 19th day of 
the month called March 1643. 


| 1044 | 
John Winthrop, Gov. 
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